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NRQ-THFKQLFDO SXPPDU\ 
:KDW LV SWUDWHJLF EQYLURQPHQWDO AVVHVVPHQW? 
A SWraWegic EnYironmenWal AVVeVVmenW (SEA) haV been XnderWaken Wo inform Whe 
NorWon SW Philip NeighboXrhood Plan (hereafWer referred Wo aV ³Whe NSPNP´). ThiV 
proceVV iV reqXired b\ Whe SEA RegXlaWionV. 

NeighboXrhood plan groXpV XVe SEA Wo aVVeVV neighboXrhood planV againVW a VeW 
of enYironmenWal objecWiYeV deYeloped in conVXlWaWion ZiWh inWereVWed parWieV. The 
pXrpoVe of Whe aVVeVVmenW iV Wo help aYoid adYerVe enYironmenWal effecWV WhroXgh 
Whe neighboXrhood plan and idenWif\ opporWXniWieV Wo improYe Whe enYironmenWal 
qXaliW\ of Whe area coYered b\ Whe neighboXrhood plan and Whe qXaliW\ of life of 
reVidenWV. 

:KDW LV WKH NRUWRQ SW PKLOLS NHLJKERXUKRRG PODQ? 
The NSPNP iV being prepared Xnder Whe LocaliVm AcW 2011 and Whe NeighboXrhood 
Planning (General) RegXlaWionV 2012, and in Whe conWe[W of Whe adopWed and 
emerging Local Plan for SomerVeW. 

The NSPNP preVenWV a plan for Whe NorWon SW Philip neighboXrhood area and pariVh 
beWZeen 2019 and 2029. The Plan VeWV oXW a YiVion and a range of policieV for Whe 
neighboXrhood area. TheVe relaWe Wo a range of WopicV, inclXding, bXW noW limiWed Wo, 
hoXVing, green Vpace, heriWage, enYironmenW and deVign. 

PXUSRVH RI WKLV EQYLURQPHQWDO RHSRUW 
ThiV EnYironmenWal ReporW, Zhich accompanieV Whe RegXlaWion 14 YerVion of Whe 
NSPNP iV Whe Vecond docXmenW Wo be prodXced aV parW of Whe SEA proceVV. The firVW 
docXmenW ZaV Whe SEA Scoping ReporW (April 2024), Zhich inclXded informaWion 
aboXW Whe neighboXrhood area¶V enYironmenW and commXniW\.   

The pXrpoVe of WhiV EnYironmenWal ReporW iV Wo: 

x IdenWif\, deVcribe, and eYalXaWe Whe likel\ VignificanW effecWV of Whe NSPNP and 
alWernaWiYeV; and  

x ProYide an opporWXniW\ for conVXlWeeV Wo offer YieZV on an\ aVpecW of Whe SEA 
proceVV Zhich haV been carried oXW Wo daWe. 

The EnYironmenWal ReporW conWainV: 

x An oXWline of Whe conWenWV and main objecWiYeV of Whe NSPNP and iWV relaWionVhip 
ZiWh oWher releYanW policieV, planV and programmeV. 

x ReleYanW aVpecWV of Whe cXrrenW and fXWXre VWaWe of Whe enYironmenW and ke\ 
VXVWainabiliW\ iVVXeV for Whe area.  

x The SEA FrameZork of objecWiYeV againVW Zhich Whe NSPNP haV been aVVeVVed. 

x The diVcXVVion of alWernaWiYe approacheV for Whe NSPNP.  

x The likel\ VignificanW effecWV of Whe NSPNP. 

x The meaVXreV enYiVaged Wo preYenW, redXce and aV fXll\ aV poVVible offVeW an\ 
VignificanW adYerVe effecWV aV a reVXlW of Whe NSPNP. 
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x The ne[W VWepV for Whe NSPNP and accompan\ing SEA proceVV. 

CRQVLGHUDWLRQ RI UHDVRQDEOH DOWHUQDWLYHV IRU WKH NRUWRQ SW PKLOLS 
NHLJKERXUKRRG PODQ 

InWrodXcWion 
In accordance ZiWh Whe SEA RegXlaWionV Whe EnYironmenWal ReporW mXVW inclXde:  

x An oXWline of Whe reaVonV for VelecWing Whe alWernaWiYeV dealW ZiWh; and  

x The likel\ VignificanW effecWV on Whe enYironmenW aVVociaWed ZiWh alWernaWiYeV / an 
oXWline of Whe reaVonV for VelecWing Whe preferred approach in lighW of alWernaWiYeV 
appraiVed.  

ThiV VecWion deVcribeV hoZ Whe SEA proceVV haV informed Whe propoVed 
deYelopmenW VWraWeg\ for Whe NSPNP.   

HoXVing groZWh VWraWeg\ and ViWe allocaWion 
Polic\ 4 of Whe NeighboXrhood Plan allocaWeV land aW Bell Hill Garage for reVidenWial 
deYelopmenW for Xp Wo 15 homeV. The ViWe haV been idenWified in Whe NorWon SW Philip 
ConVerYaWion Area AppraiVal1 Wo be making a negaWiYe conWribXWion Wo Whe 
conVerYaWion area.  

The Mendip Local Plan ParW 12 (LPP1) VeWV oXW a hoXVing reqXiremenW of 45 homeV 
for Whe neighboXrhood area. Table 8 in Whe LPP1 indicaWeV WhaW Whe hoXVing 
reqXiremenW haV been meW WhroXgh compleWionV and commiWmenWV.    

A ke\ objecWiYe of Whe NSPNP iV Wo preVerYe Whe characWer and heriWage of Whe Yillage 
and VXpporW VXVWainable hoXVing. The propoVed ViWe allocaWion iV noW aimed Wo 
addreVV an XnmeW hoXVing need, bXW Wo deliYer a XniqXe pXrpoVe of improYemenWV Wo 
WoZnVcape characWer WhroXgh Whe redeYelopmenW of Whe poor-qXaliW\ ViWe. The 
redeYelopmenW of Whe Bell Hill Garage ViWe Zill proYide opporWXniWieV Wo improYe Whe 
characWer of Whe conVerYaWion area and Where iV VWrong local VXpporW for iWV 
redeYelopmenW. Therefore, iW iV noW poVVible Wo deriYe meaningfXl VpaWial VWraWeg\ 
alWernaWiYeV Wo Whe drafW NeighboXrhood Plan.  

A µdo noWhing¶ approach ZoXld in effecW lead Wo a conWinXaWion of naWional and local 
planning polic\ Wo appl\ Wo Whe ViWe and ZoXld noW help faciliWaWe iWV redeYelopmenW. 
ConVidering WhaW Where iV VWrong local VXpporW for Whe VXVWainable deYelopmenW of Whe 
ViWe and WhaW a ke\ objecWiYe of Whe neighboXrhood plan iV Wo preVerYe Whe characWer 
and heriWage of Whe Yillage, a µdo noWhing¶ approach ZaV noW deWermined Wo be a 
reaVonable alWernaWiYe Zhich needed appraiVing (in an\ caVe, WhiV ZoXld Vimpl\ 
repreVenW Whe µbaVeline poViWion'). 

The qXanWXm of hoXVing of Xp Wo 15 homeV VXpporWed on Whe Bell Hill Garage ViWe in 
Polic\ 4 of Whe NeighboXrhood Plan haV been eVWabliVhed b\ Whe NSPNP SWeering 
GroXp baVed on conVenWed planning applicaWionV3 b\ Whe ViWe landoZner. BaVed on 
Whe denViW\ of hoXVing propoVed Xnder Whe conVenWed Vcheme, iW iV conVidered WhaW if 
Whe ViWe ZaV Wo Volel\ be deYeloped for hoXVing, iW coXld VXpporW appro[imaWel\ 15 
homeV.  

 
1 Mendip DiVWricW CoXncil (2007) µNorWon SW Philip ConVerYaWion Area AppraiVal¶ can be acceVVed here 
2 Mendip DiVWricW CoXncil (2014) µLocal Plan ParW 1: SWraWeg\ and PolicieV¶ can be acceVVed here 
3 Consented applications include 025485/010 and 2009/1448.  
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An alWernaWiYe Wo Whe propoVed qXanWXm of homeV ZoXld be Wo pXrVXe a higher 
qXanWXm of hoXVing on Whe ViWe allocaWion. WhilVW WhiV can proYide a Zider range of 
choice and fle[ibiliW\ in deliYering addiWional hoXVing, Where iV no eYidence Wo jXVWif\ 
higher leYelV of hoXVing groZWh and Where iV poWenWial for a higher denViW\ of hoXVing 
Wo caXVe harm Wo WoZnVcape characWer (Zhich ZoXld be conWrar\ Wo Whe objecWiYeV of 
Whe NSPNP). Therefore, WhiV alWernaWiYe iV alVo conVidered Wo be XnreaVonable. 

Taking Whe aboYe inWo accoXnW, iW ZaV conclXded WhaW Where Zere no reaVonable 
alWernaWiYeV Wo Whe ViWe allocaWion and Whe leYel of groZWh propoVed WhroXgh Whe 
NSPNP aW WhiV VWage.  

DeYelopmenW limiW boXndar\ 
The LPP1 defineV a deYelopmenW limiW boXndar\ for NorWon SW Philip and a reYiVion of 
WhiV boXndar\ iV propoVed in Whe LPP2 Wo Wake accoXnW of recenW deYelopmenW 
oXWVide Whe boXndar\ aW Longmead CloVe. The NeighboXrhood Plan VeekV Wo define 
a deYelopmenW limiW boXndar\ WhaW folloZV Whe propoVed LPP2 boXndar\.  

A poWenWial alWernaWiYe opWion haV been conVidered Wo e[plore a leVV reVWricWiYe 
approach Wo deYelopmenW ZiWhin and oXWVide Whe VeWWlemenW boXndar\. HoZeYer, 
amending Whe boXndar\ Wo inclXde XndeYeloped land WhaW iV noW allocaWed for a giYen 
XVe on Whe peripher\ of Whe Yillage ZoXld be conWrar\ Wo Whe VpiriW of Whe LPP1 Zhich 
VeekV Wo limiW deYelopmenW Wo ZiWhin VeWWlemenW limiW boXndarieV and proWecW open 
coXnWr\Vide. Therefore, WhiV alWernaWiYe iV conVidered Wo be XnreaVonable and haV noW 
been Waken forZard for aVVeVVmenW. 

ASSUDLVDO RI WKH RHJXODWLRQ 14 YHUVLRQ RI WKH NRUWRQ SW PKLOLS 
NHLJKERXUKRRG PODQ 
The drafW NSPNP haV been appraiVed againVW each of Whe enYironmenWal objecWiYeV 
in Whe SEA frameZork. In XnderWaking Whe appriaVal, each of Whe policieV in Whe 
NSPNP haV been conVidered indiYidXall\ and collecWiYel\. A VXmmar\ of Whe findingV 
iV preVenWed in TDEOH 1 beloZ.  

OYerall, neXWral or poViWiYe effecWV are predicWed acroVV each SEA Wopic, ZiWh Whe 
e[cepWionV being Whe µLandVcape¶ objecWiYe, Zhere XncerWain minor negaWiYe effecWV 
are predicWed relaWing Wo Whe poWenWial for rXral e[cepWion ViWeV oXWVide and noW 
adjacenW Wo Whe VeWWlemenW boXndar\ (Xnder Polic\ 5) Wo caXVe harm Wo landVcape 
and WoZnVcape characWer. HoZeYer, WheVe effecWV are noW predicWed Wo be VignificanW, 
aV e[iVWing naWional and local planning polic\ VhoXld VafegXard againVW XnVXVWainable 
deYelopmenW in open coXnWr\Vide.   
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TDEOH 1: SXPPDU\ RI RYHUDOO HIIHFWV IRU HDFK SEA TRSLF. 

SEA Topic Overall Effects 

BiodiYerViW\ and GeodiYerViW\ NeXWral effecW 

ClimaWe Change NeXWral effecW 

Flood RiVk NeXWral effecW 

CommXniW\ Wellbeing Minor poViWiYe effecW 

HiVWoric EnYironmenW UncerWain VignificanW poViWiYe effecW 

Land, Soil, and WaWer ReVoXrceV NeXWral effecW 

LandVcape UncerWain minor negaWiYe effecW  

TranVporWaWion and MoYemenW NeXWral effecW 
 

NH[W VWHSV 

Plan FinaliVaWion 
FolloZing RegXlaWion 14 conVXlWaWion, reVponVeV Zill be conVidered in finaliVing Whe 
NSPNP and SEA for VXbmiVVion. FolloZing VXbmiVVion, Whe NSPNP and VXpporWing 
eYidence Zill be pXbliVhed for fXrWher conVXlWaWion, and When VXbjecWed Wo 
IndependenW E[aminaWion. AW IndependenW E[aminaWion, Whe NSPNP Zill be 
conVidered in WermV of ZheWher iW meeWV Whe BaVic CondiWionV for NeighboXrhood 
PlanV and iV in general conformiW\ ZiWh Whe Local Plan. 

If Whe e[aminaWion leadV Wo a faYoXrable oXWcome, Whe NSPNP Zill When be VXbjecW Wo 
a referendXm, organiVed b\ SomerVeW CoXncil. If more Whan 50% of WhoVe Zho YoWe 
agree ZiWh Whe NSPNP, When iW Zill be µmade¶. Once µmade¶, Whe NSPNP Zill become 
parW of Whe DeYelopmenW Plan, coYering NorWon SW Philip pariVh. 

MoniWoring 
The SEA regXlaWionV reqXire µmeaVXreV enYiVaged concerning moniWoring¶ Wo be 
oXWlined in WhiV reporW. ThiV referV Wo Whe moniWoring of likel\ VignificanW effecWV of Whe 
NSPNP Wo idenWif\ an\ XnforeVeen effecWV earl\ and Wake remedial acWion aV 
appropriaWe.  

IW iV anWicipaWed WhaW moniWoring of effecWV of Whe NSPNP Zill be XnderWaken b\ 
SomerVeW CoXncil aV parW of Whe proceVV of preparing iWV AnnXal MoniWoring ReporW 
(AMR). No VignificanW negaWiYe effecWV are conVidered likel\ in Whe implemenWaWion of 
Whe NSPNP WhaW VhoXld ZarranW more VWringenW moniWoring meaVXreV be\ond WhaW 
alread\ XnderWaken b\ SomerVeW CoXncil.  
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1. IQWURGXFWLRQ 
BDFNJURXQG 

1.1 NorWon SW Philip PariVh CoXncil iV in Whe proceVV of preparing a neighboXrhood 
plan for Whe VXVWainable fXWXre groZWh of Whe pariVh. AECOM haV been 
commiVVioned b\ LocaliW\ Wo XnderWake an independenW SWraWegic 
EnYironmenWal AVVeVVmenW (SEA) in VXpporW of Whe emerging NorWon SW Philip 
NeighboXrhood Plan (hereafWer referred Wo aV ³Whe NSPNP´). 

1.2 The NSPNP iV being prepared Xnder Whe LocaliVm AcW 2011 and Whe 
NeighboXrhood Planning (General) RegXlaWionV 2012, and in Whe conWe[W of Whe 
adopWed and emerging Local Plan for SomerVeW. The Local Plan conViVWV of Whe 
Mendip Local Plan ParW 14 (LPP1), adopWed December 2014. SomerVeW CoXncil 
are preparing a Local Plan ParW 2 (LPP2) limiWed XpdaWe for Whe former Mendip 
diVWricW area and a neZ Local Plan Wo coYer Whe XniWar\ aXWhoriW\ area.5  

1.3 The NSPNP Zill form parW of Whe deYelopmenW plan for Whe NorWon SW Philip 
pariVh in SomerVeW, alongVide Whe Local Plan. The NSPNP Zill coYer Whe period 
beWZeen 2019 and 2029.  

1.4 The NorWon SW Philip neighboXrhood area iV illXVWraWed in FLJXUH 1.1 beloZ.  

 
  

 
4 Mendip DiVWricW CoXncil (2014) µLocal Plan ParW 1: SWraWeg\ and PolicieV¶ can be acceVVed here 
5 Somerset Council (2023): Somerset Local Plan  
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SEA VFUHHQLQJ IRU WKH NRUWRQ SW PKLOLS NHLJKERXUKRRG PODQ 
1.5 SEA iV a reqXired proceVV for conVidering and commXnicaWing Whe likel\ effecWV 

of an emerging plan, and alWernaWiYeV, ZiWh a YieZ Wo aYoiding and miWigaWing 
poWenWial negaWiYe effecWV and ma[imiVing poWenWial poViWiYe effecWV.6  

1.6 A RegXlaWion 14 conVXlWaWion ZaV held in Ma\ 2023 on Whe drafW neighboXrhood 
plan. In reVponVe Wo Whe conVXlWaWion, NaWXral England adYiVed WhaW Whe 
neighboXrhood plan coXld reVXlW in a likel\ VignificanW effecW on Whe BaWh and 
Bradford on AYon BaWV SAC and Whe MellV Valle\ SAC, and a HabiWaWV 
RegXlaWionV AVVeVVmenW progreVVing Wo AppropriaWe AVVeVVmenW iV reqXired. 

1.7 FolloZing WhiV adYice, Whe NSPNP SWeering GroXp XnderWook a HRA and SEA 
Vcreening e[erciVe in December 2023. ThiV e[erciVe conclXded WhaW an HRA 
and fXll SEA iV reqXired dXe Wo Whe poWenWial for deYelopmenW aW Whe propoVed 
ViWe allocaWion aW Bell Hill Garage Wo haYe VignificanW effecWV on EXropean SiWeV.   

1.8 In lighW of Whe aboYe, SEA iV reqXired Wo aVVeVV Whe poWenWial for VignificanW 
enYironmenWal effecWV. 

SEA H[SODLQHG 
1.9 SEA iV a mechaniVm for conVidering and commXnicaWing Whe poWenWial impacWV 

of an emerging plan, and poWenWial alWernaWiYeV in WermV of ke\ enYironmenWal 
iVVXeV. The aim of SEA iV Wo inform and inflXence Whe plan-making proceVV ZiWh 
a YieZ Wo aYoiding and miWigaWing poWenWial negaWiYe impacWV and ma[imiVing Whe 
poWenWial for poViWiYe effecWV. ThroXgh WhiV approach, Whe SEA for Whe NSPNP 
VeekV Wo ma[imiVe Whe emerging plan¶V conWribXWion Wo VXVWainable 
deYelopmenW. 

1.10 TZo ke\ procedXral reqXiremenWV of Whe SEA RegXlaWionV are WhaW: 

i. When deciding on µWhe Vcope and leYel of deWail of Whe informaWion¶ Zhich 
mXVW be inclXded in Whe EnYironmenWal ReporW, Where iV a conVXlWaWion 
ZiWh naWionall\ deVignaWed aXWhoriWieV concerned ZiWh enYironmenWal 
iVVXeV; and 

ii. A reporW (Whe µEnYironmenWal ReporW¶) iV pXbliVhed for conVXlWaWion 
alongVide Whe drafW plan (i.e., Whe drafW NSPNP) WhaW preVenWV oXWcomeV 
from Whe enYironmenWal aVVeVVmenW (i.e., diVcXVVeV µlikel\ VignificanW 
effecWV¶ WhaW ZoXld reVXlW from plan implemenWaWion) and reaVonable 
alWernaWiYeV.  

1.11 ThiV µEnYironmenWal ReporW¶ iV concerned ZiWh iWem µii¶ aboYe. 

SWUXFWXUH RI WKLV EQYLURQPHQWDO RHSRUW 
1.12 ThiV docXmenW iV Whe SEA EnYironmenWal ReporW for Whe NSPNP and hence 

needV Wo anVZer all foXr of Whe qXeVWionV liVWed oYerleaf ZiWh a YieZ Wo proYiding 
Whe informaWion reqXired b\ Whe SEA RegXlaWionV.  

1.13 Each of Whe foXr qXeVWionV iV anVZered in WXrn ZiWhin WhiV reporW, aV folloZV: 

 
6 Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations (2012, as amended) requires that a neighbourhood plan is 
submitted to the Local Authority alongside either: A) an Environmental Report, or B) a statement of reasons why SEA is not 
reqXired, prepared folloZing a µVcreening¶ proceVV. 



Norton St Philip Neighbourhood Plan  Regulation 14 Environmental Report   

 

 
Prepared for:  Locality and Norton St Philip Parish Council     
 

AECOM 
4 

 

TDEOH 1.1: QXHVWLRQV WKDW PXVW EH DQVZHUHG E\ WKH SEA EQYLURQPHQWDO RHSRUW 
WR PHHW WKH UHJXODWRU\7 UHTXLUHPHQWV  

Environmental Report  
question 

In line with the SEA Regulations, the report must 
LQFOXGH«8 

WhaW¶V Whe 
scope of the 
SEA? 

WhaW iV Whe plan 
Veeking Wo 
achieYe? 

x An oXWline of Whe conWenWV and main objecWiYeV of Whe 
plan.  

WhaW iV Whe 
VXVWainabiliW\ 
µconWe[W¶? 

x RelaWionVhip ZiWh oWher releYanW planV and 
programmeV. 

x The releYanW enYironmenWal proWecWion REMHFWLYHV, 
eVWabliVhed aW inWernaWional or naWional leYel. 

x An\ e[iVWing enYironmenWal SUREOHPV Zhich are 
releYanW Wo Whe plan inclXding WhoVe relaWing Wo an\ 
areaV of a parWicXlar enYironmenWal imporWance. 

WhaW iV Whe 
VXVWainabiliW\ 
µbaVeline¶? 

x The releYanW aVpecWV of Whe cXrrenW VWaWe of Whe 
enYironmenW and Whe likel\ eYolXWion Whereof ZiWhoXW 
implemenWaWion of Whe plan. 

x The enYironmenWal characWeriVWicV of areaV likel\ Wo be 
VignificanWl\ affecWed. 

x An\ e[iVWing enYironmenWal SUREOHPV Zhich are 
releYanW Wo Whe plan inclXding WhoVe relaWing Wo an\ 
areaV of a parWicXlar enYironmenWal imporWance. 

WhaW are Whe ke\ 
iVVXeV and 
objecWiYeV? 

x Ke\ SUREOHPV/LVVXHV and REMHFWLYHV WhaW VhoXld be 
a focXV of (i.e., proYide a µframeZork¶ for) 
aVVeVVmenW. 

What has plan-making/SEA involved 
up to this point? 

x OXWline reaVonV for VelecWing Whe DOWHUQDWLYHV dealW 
ZiWh. 

x The likel\ VignificanW effecWV aVVociaWed ZiWh 
DOWHUQDWLYHV. 

x OXWline reaVonV for VelecWing Whe preferred approach 
in-lighW of DOWHUQDWLYHV appraiVal/a deVcripWion of hoZ 
enYironmenWal objecWiYeV and conVideraWionV are 
reflecWed in Whe cXrrenW YerVion of Whe plan. 

What are the assessment findings at 
this stage? 

x The likel\ VignificanW effecWV aVVociaWed ZiWh WKH 
RHJXODWLRQ 14 YHUVLRQ RI WKH SODQ.  

x The meaVXreV enYiVaged Wo preYenW, redXce and aV 
fXll\ aV poVVible offVeW an\ VignificanW adYerVe effecWV 
of implemenWing WKH RHJXODWLRQ 14 YHUVLRQ RI WKH 
SODQ.  

What happens next? x The ne[W VWepV for Whe plan making / SEA proceVV.  

 

  

 
7 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 
8 NB this column does not quote directly from Schedule II of the Regulations.  Rather, it reflects a degree of interpretation. 
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2. SWUDWHJLF FRQWH[W DQG YLVLRQ IRU WKH NRUWRQ SW 
PKLOLS NHLJKERXUKRRG PODQ 
SWUDWHJLF FRQWH[W IRU WKH NHLJKERXUKRRG PODQ 

2.1 The neighboXrhood area fallV ZiWhin Whe former Mendip area, noZ knoZn aV 
SomerVeW EaVW. The adopWed Local Plan releYanW Wo Whe neighboXrhood area 
conViVWV of Whe Mendip Local Plan ParW 19 (LPP1), adopWed December 2014. 
LPP1 Core Polic\ 1 idenWifieV NorWon SW Philip aV a primar\ Yillage, offering ke\ 
commXniW\ faciliWieV and Vome emplo\menW opporWXniWieV. Table 8 in Whe LPP1 
indicaWeV WhaW Whe indicaWiYe hoXVing reqXiremenW of 45 neZ dZellingV for Whe 
neighboXrhood area haV been meW WhroXgh compleWionV and commiWmenWV.    

2.2 SomerVeW CoXncil haV been preparing a Local Plan ParW 2 (LPP2) limiWed 
XpdaWe for Whe former Mendip diVWricW area. The LPP2 ZaV adopWed in December 
2021. HoZeYer, VeYeral ViWe allocaWionV Zere deleWed from Whe plan folloZing a 
JXdicial ReYieZ. SomerVeW CoXncil are in Whe proceVV of idenWif\ing alWernaWiYe 
ViWe opWionV for allocaWion and inWend Wo VXbmiW an XpdaWed plan for e[aminaWion 
b\ Whe end of SepWember 2024.    

2.3 In April 2023, Whe foXr diVWricW coXncilV of SomerVeW came WogeWher Wo form Whe 
SomerVeW CoXncil. The SomerVeW CoXncil are alVo in Whe proceVV of preparing a 
neZ Local Plan Wo coYer Whe XniWar\ aXWhoriW\ area.10  

2.4 The NorWon SW Philip NeighboXrhood Plan Zill form parW of Whe deYelopmenW plan 
for Whe neighboXrhood area, alongVide, bXW noW aV a replacemenW for Whe Local 
Plan. NeighboXrhood planV are reqXired Wo be in general conformiW\ ZiWh Whe 
VWraWegic policieV of Whe adopWed Local Plan and can deYelop policieV and 
propoValV Wo addreVV local place-baVed iVVXeV. In WhiV Za\ iW iV inWended for Whe 
Local Plan Wo proYide a clear oYerall VWraWegic direcWion for deYelopmenW in 
SomerVeW, ZhilVW enabling finer deWail Wo be deWermined WhroXgh Whe 
neighboXrhood planning proceVV Zhere appropriaWe. 

9LVLRQ DQG REMHFWLYHV IRU WKH NHLJKERXUKRRG PODQ 
2.5 The YiVion of Whe NSPNP iV aV folloZV: 

³TR maiQWaiQ Whe VSecial chaUacWeU aQd bXilW heUiWage Rf Whe PaUiVh Rf NRUWRQ SW 
PhiliS Zhile SURmRWiQg iWV deYelRSmeQW aV a cRmSacW aQd VXVWaiQable 
cRmmXQiW\.´ 

2.6 The YiVion of Whe NSPNP iV VXpporWed b\ Vi[ objecWiYeV. The\ are aV folloZV: 

x EncoXrage VXVWainable hoXVing deYelopmenW ZiWhin Whe Yillage VeWWlemenW 
boXndar\. 

x EnVXre WhaW Whe locaWion, deVign and Vcale of an\ hoXVing deYelopmenW iV 
managed in order Wo mainWain Whe characWer and heriWage of Whe Yillage.       

x IdenWif\, proWecW and enhance Whe Yillage¶V ke\ green VpaceV and 
recreaWional faciliWieV. 

 
9 Mendip District Council (2014) µLocal Plan ParW 1: SWraWeg\ and PolicieV¶ can be acceVVed here 
10 Somerset Council (2023): Somerset Local Plan  
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x SXpporW people ZiWh a local connecWion Zho ZiVh Wo remain ZiWhin or reWXrn 
Wo Whe commXniW\. 

x PromoWe energ\ ef¿cienW bXildingV and increaVing reVilience Wo ClimaWe 
Change. 

x MainWain Whe rXral naWXre of Whe PariVh and Whe Green BelW ZiWhin iW. 
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3. TKH VFRSH RI WKH SEA 
SXPPDU\ RI SEA VFRSLQJ 

3.1 The SEA RegXlaWionV reqXire WhaW: ³WheQ decidiQg RQ Whe VcRSe aQd leYel Rf 
deWail Rf Whe iQfRUmaWiRQ WhaW mXVW be iQclXded iQ Whe UeSRUW, Whe UeVSRQVible 
aXWhRUiW\ Vhall cRQVXlW Whe cRQVXlWaWiRQ bRdieV´.  

3.2 In England, Whe conVXlWaWion bodieV are NaWXral England, Whe EnYironmenW 
Agenc\, and HiVWoric England.11 TheVe aXWhoriWieV Zere conVXlWed on Whe Vcope 
of Whe SEA for a 5-Zeek period beWZeen Ma\ and JXne 2024.  

3.3 The pXrpoVe of Vcoping ZaV Wo oXWline Whe µVcope¶ of Whe SEA WhroXgh VeWWing 
oXW Whe folloZing informaWion: 

x A conWe[W reYieZ of Whe ke\ enYironmenWal and VXVWainabiliW\ objecWiYeV of 
naWional, regional, and local planV and VWraWegieV releYanW Wo Whe NSPNP.  

x BaVeline daWa againVW Zhich Whe NSPNP can be aVVeVVed.  

x The ke\ VXVWainabiliW\ iVVXeV for Whe NSPNP; and 

x An µSEA FrameZork¶ of objecWiYeV againVW Zhich Whe NSPNP can be 
aVVeVVed. 

3.4 The aboYe Vcope ZaV collaWed in a reporW (herein referred Wo aV µScoping 
ReporW¶). The fXll Scoping ReporW iV aWWached aV ASSHQGL[ B Wo WhiV reporW. 

3.5 HiVWoric England and NaWXral England proYided a reVponVe Wo Whe Scoping 
ReporW. A VXmmar\ of Whe commenW made and hoZ iW haV been conVidered and 
addreVVed, iV preVenWed in TDEOH 3.1 beloZ. The Vcoping reVponVe iV proYided 
in ASSHQGL[ A. 

TDEOH 3.1: CRQVXOWDWLRQ UHVSRQVHV UHFHLYHG RQ WKH SEA SFRSLQJ RHSRUW 
Consultation response How the response was 

considered and addressed 
HiVWRUic EQglaQd 
HiVWRUic PlaceV AdYiVeU (email UeceiYed RQ 2Qd JXQe 2024) 

HiVWoric England Zelcome reference Wo Wheir 
gXidance and recommendV WhaW Whe SEA alVo 
conViderV Wheir gXidance on Local Plan ViWe 
allocaWionV in Whe aVVeVVmenW.  

CommenW noWed. The gXidance on 
Local Plan ViWe allocaWionV haV been 
conVidered in Whe SEA.  

NaWXUal EQglaQd 
WeVVe[ Team (email UeceiYed RQ 2Qd JXl\ 2024) 

NaWXral England recommendV WhaW Whe SEA 
conViderV Whe allocaWion of hoXVing ZiWhin Whe 
conVXlWaWion ]one of Whe BaWh and Bradford on AYon 
BaWV SAC and MellV Valle\ SAC, and Whe Wechnical 
gXidance for Whe conVXlWaWion ]one.  

CommenW noWed. The SEA haV 
conVidered Whe allocaWion of hoXVing 
in pro[imiW\ Wo Whe BaWh and Bradford 
on AYon BaWV SAC and MellV Valle\ 
SAC and Whe Wechnical gXidance.    

 

 
11 These consultation bodies were selected ³b\ UeaVRQ Rf WheiU VSecific eQYiURQmeQWal UeVSRQVibiliWieV, [Whe\] aUe likel\ WR be 
cRQceUQed b\ Whe eQYiURQmeQWal effecW Rf imSlemeQWiQg SlaQV aQd SURgUammeV´ (SEA Directive, Article 6(3)). 
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KH\ VXVWDLQDELOLW\ LVVXHV 
3.6 DraZing on Whe reYieZ of Whe polic\ conWe[W and baVeline informaWion, Whe SEA 

Scoping ReporW ZaV able Wo idenWif\ a range of VXVWainabiliW\ and enYironmenWal 
iVVXeV WhaW VhoXld be a parWicXlar focXV of SEA. ThiV VecWion VeWV oXW a 
VXmmar\ of Whe ke\ iVVXeV WhaW Zere idenWified WhroXgh Vcoping.  

3.7 The VelecWed enYironmenWal WhemeV incorporaWe Whe µSEA WopicV¶ VXggeVWed b\ 
Anne[ I(f) of Whe SEA DirecWiYe.12 TheVe Zere refined Wo reflecW a broad 
XnderVWanding of Whe anWicipaWed Vcope of plan effecWV (draZing from Whe 
Vcreening opinion and local knoZledge). 

3.8 The Vcoping proceVV alloZed for Vome VXVWainabiliW\ WopicV Wo be µVcoped oXW¶; 
aV iW ZaV conVidered Whe NSPNP iV Xnlikel\ Wo haYe VignificanW effecWV on cerWain 
facWorV. The VWaWXWor\ bodieV haYe noW raiVed an\ concernV in regardV Wo Whe 
Vcoping oXW of an\ VXVWainabiliW\ WopicV.   

3.9 The VXVWainabiliW\ and enYironmenWal iVVXeV idenWified aW Whe Vcoping VWage and 
Wheir Vcoping oXWcome Xnder each enYironmenWal Wheme iV aV folloZV:  

Air QXaliW\ 
x There are no AQMAV ZiWhin or in immediaWe pro[imiW\ Wo NorWon SW Philip 

and Farleigh HXngerford. IW iV poVVible deYelopmenW WhroXgh Whe NSPNP 
coXld impacW Xpon localiVed air qXaliW\, for e[ample WhroXgh increaVing Whe 
nXmber of YehicleV on Whe road neWZork, Zhich Zill impacW Xpon NO2 leYelV.   

x E[iVWing air pollXWion iV aW a loZ baVeline and an\ propoVed deYelopmenW 
WhroXgh Whe NSPNP iV likel\ Wo be modeVW in Vcale and WhXV noW likel\ Wo 
caXVe an\ VignificanW changeV Wo Whe e[iVWing baVeline.   

x The NSPNP coXld preVenW opporWXniWieV Wo improYe acceVVibiliW\ and 
VXpporW more local and VXVWainable joXrne\V/connecWionV. 
SCOPED O8T 

BiodiYerViW\ and GeodiYerViW\ 
x There are no inWernaWionall\ deVignaWed ViWeV ZiWhin Whe neighboXrhood 

area. HoZeYer, Whe area ViWV ZiWhin a Zider landVcape WhaW haV a nXmber of 
biodiYerViW\ VenViWiYiWieV. ThiV inclXdeV SPAV, SACV, and bXffer ]oneV for 
proWecWed baW VpecieV. IW Zill be imporWanW Wo enVXre neZ deYelopmenW 
broXghW forZard WhroXgh Whe NSPNP doeV noW impacW Xpon WheVe 
deVignaWionV, for e[ample, WhroXgh diVrXpWing baW flighW paWWernV, or 
diVrXpWing ecological connecWiYiW\. 

x There are VeYeral SSSIV ZiWhin pro[imiW\ Wo Whe neighboXrhood area. The 
NSPNP VhoXld enVXre iWV policieV and planV do noW adYerVel\ impacW Xpon 
WheVe ViWeV and conWribXWe Wo Wheir degradaWion and poWenWial loVV. IW iV 
poVVible WhaW policieV inclXding WhroXgh Whe neighboXrhood plan coXld 
conWribXWe Wo Whe recoYer\ of WheVe ViWeV. 

x AlWhoXgh habiWaW coYerage in Whe neighboXrhood area iV limiWed and 
fragmenWed, Whe BAP PrioriW\ HabiWaWV in NorWon SW Philip conWribXWe Wo Whe 

 
12 The SEA Directive is 'of a procedural nature' (para 9 of the Directive preamble) and does not set out to prescribe particular 
issues that should and should not be a focus, beyond requiring a focus on 'the environment, including on issues such as 
biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage including 
architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors ' [our emphasis] 
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local biodiYerViW\ neWZork b\ proYiding refXge areaV and VXpporWing oYerall 
biodiYerViW\ connecWiYiW\. AV VXch, deYelopmenW WhroXgh Whe NSPNP VhoXld 
be focXVed aZa\ from WheVe areaV aV mXch aV poVVible, in order Wo reWain 
Wheir qXaliW\ and VWaWXV. 
 

x The NorWon SW Philip neighboXrhood area haV greaW poWenWial Wo improYe 
biodiYerViW\ connecWiYiW\ and YalXe ZiWhin Whe Zider landVcape.  ThiV ZoXld 
likel\ improYe biodiYerViW\ qXaliW\, bXW alVo conWribXWe Wo Whe mainWenance 
and improYemenW of deVignaWed ViWeV oXWVide of Whe neighboXrhood area.  
AV VXch, Whe NSPNP VhoXld Wake adYanWage of WheVe opporWXniW\ areaV 
ZhereYer poVVible; WhiV Zill help VecXre biodiYerViW\ neW-gain. 
SCOPED IN 

ClimaWe Change and Flood RiVk 
x SomerVeW CoXncil declared a climaWe emergenc\ in FebrXar\ 2019 and haV 

VeW oXW a plan ZiWh acWionV Wo achieYe carbon neXWraliW\. The NSPNP VeekV 
Wo allocaWe a ViWeV and WhiV iV likel\ Wo increaVe CO2 emiVVionV. HoZeYer, iW 
iV Xnlikel\ WhaW WhiV Zill be a VignificanW increaVe. The Vcope for Whe NSPNP 
Wo deliYer VXbVWanWial improYemenWV iV Xnlikel\ Wo be VignificanW. 

x IW Zill be imporWanW for neZ deYelopmenW Wo adopW beVW bXilding pracWiceV Wo 
limiW Whe increaVe in emiVVionV, VXch aV XVing VXVWainable maWerialV, and 
incorporaWing reneZable energ\ infraVWrXcWXre. 

x The agricXlWXral VecWor iV Whe largeVW conWribXWor of CO2 emiVVionV in Whe 
Mendip area of SomerVeW, and Whe WranVporW VecWor iV Whe Vecond largeVW.  
The NSPNP coXld conWribXWe Wo a redXcWion in emiVVionV linked Wo WranVporW 
b\ enVXring deYelopmenW iV locaWed in acceVVible locaWionV and in pro[imiW\ 
Wo good VXVWainable WranVporW infraVWrXcWXre. 

x There are parWV of Whe neighboXrhood area WhaW are aW higher riVk of flXYial 
flooding, linked Wo Whe preVence of ZaWer bodieV. IW iV acknoZledged WheVe 
areaV can be largel\ aYoided b\ focXVing deYelopmenW in areaV ZiWh a 
loZer likelihood of flXYial flooding. There are opporWXniWieV for Whe NSPNP Wo 
conVider flood riVk miWigaWion meaVXreV.  
SCOPED IN 

CommXniW\ Wellbeing 
x The neighboXrhood area haV loZ leYelV of oYerall depriYaWion. HoZeYer, Whe 

IMD 2019 daWa VXggeVWV Where are high leYelV of depriYaWion relaWed Wo 
barrierV Wo hoXVing and VerYiceV. A hoXVing VXrYe\ haV been XnderWaken 
Zhich haV idenWified a VWrong need for affordable hoXVing. EncoXraging a 
more diYerVe mi[ of WenXre Zill conWribXWe Wo commXniW\ Zellbeing b\ 
alloZing famil\ groXpV Wo VWa\ WogeWher and diYerVif\ing Whe age of Whe 
popXlaWion.    

x NorWon SW Philip reVidenWV on aYerage haYe reporWed Wo haYe beWWer leYelV of 
healWh compared Wo Whe SomerVeW, regional and naWional WrendV.  
SCOPED IN 
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HiVWoric EnYironmenW 
x WiWh a ZealWh of boWh deVignaWed and non-deVignaWed heriWage aVVeWV 

ZiWhin and VXrroXnding Whe neighboXrhood area, deYelopmenW of Whe 
NSPNP proYideV an opporWXniW\ Wo conVider groZWh VWraWegieV WhaW aYoidV or 
minimiVeV impacWV for Whe hiVWoric enYironmenW. 

x The NorWon SW Philip ConVerYaWion Area AppraiVal highlighWV Whe deWrimenWal 
impacW of Vpecific feaWXreV and ViWeV ZiWhin Whe hiVWoric core of Whe 
VeWWlemenW. The NSPNP preVenWV an opporWXniW\ Wo proYide a groZWh 
VWraWeg\ and VXpporWing polic\ frameZork WhaW ZorkV Wo proWecW and 
enhance Whe hiVWoric characWer of Whe conVerYaWion area.  The proWecWion 
and enhancemenW opporWXniWieV broXghW forZard coXld alVo e[Wend Wo non-
deVignaWed aVVeWV and Wheir VeWWingV. 
SCOPED IN 

Land, Soil, and WaWer ReVoXrceV 
x The proYiVional ALC daWa indicaWeV Whe neighboXrhood area iV Xnderlain 

ZiWh areaV of Grade 1, Grade 3 and Grade 4 agricXlWXral land. IW Zill be 
imporWanW for deYelopmenW Wo be focXVed aZa\ from XndeYeloped parWV of 
Grade 1 ALC land.  DeYelopmenW VhoXld be focXVed aV cloVe Wo Whe 
VeWWlemenW boXndarieV Wo aYoid a greaWer loVV of prodXcWiYe agricXlWXral 
land.  

x The neighboXrhood area ViWV ZiWhin WZo ZaWer bod\ caWchmenWV. GiYen Whe 
cXrrenW and hiVWorical ecological VWaWXVeV of WheVe WZo ZaWer bod\ 
caWchmenWV, and Whe oYerlap of Whe neighboXrhood area ZiWh Whe NVZ, 
ZaWer qXaliW\ iV an imporWanW conVideraWion in WhiV parW of SomerVeW.  
DeYelopmenW WhroXgh Whe NSPNP coXld impacW Xpon Whe ZaWer bod\ 
caWchmenWV and Whe NVZ WhroXgh increaVed leYelV of pollXWanWV enWering Whe 
ZaWer V\VWem, linked Wo a greaWer bXilW fooWprinW in Whe neighboXrhood area. 

x The neighboXrhood area inclXdeV areaV of Vand and graYel mineral 
reVoXrceV. Where poVVible, deYelopmenW VhoXld be VWeered aZa\ from Whe 
mineral VafegXarding areaV and VhoXld be conVideraWe of local finiWe 
reVoXrceV.   
SCOPED IN 

LandVcape 
x ThoXgh noW in Whe neighboXrhood area, Whe CoWVZoldV NaWional LandVcape 

iV locaWed ZiWhin pro[imiW\ Wo Whe norWh. GiYen Whe pro[imiW\, iW iV likel\ 
deYelopmenW WhroXgh Whe NSPNP Zill impacW Xpon Whe Zider VeWWing of Whe 
deVignaWion. AV VXch, Whe NSPNP VhoXld Wake inWo conVideraWion Whe ke\ 
objecWiYeV oXWlined in Whe CoWVZoldV NaWional LandVcape ManagemenW 
Plan, Wo enVXre Whe deVignaWion iV fXll\ conVidered. 

x The neighboXrhood area ViWV ZiWhin one NaWional CharacWer Area (NCA) - 
CoWVZoldV NCA and Whree Local CharacWer AreaV (LCAV). The ke\ feaWXreV 
conWribXWing Wo WheVe areaV differ; aV VXch, deYelopmenW WhroXgh Whe 
NSPNP coXld help mainWain or enhance local landVcape characWer b\ 
encoXraging deYelopmenW WhaW iV VenViWiYe and conVideraWe. 
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x The NorWon SW Philip CharacWer AVVeVVmenW idenWifieV VeYen characWer 
areaV ZiWhin Whe neighboXrhood area. TheVe diVWincW areaV VhoXld be 
mainWained and enhanced ZhereYer poVVible WhroXgh Whe NSPNP, Vo WhaW 
Whe characWer of Whe neighboXrhood area iV proWecWed. 

x There are a nXmber of TPOV ZiWhin Whe neighboXrhood area, Zhich are 
imporWanW landVcape feaWXreV WhaW are alVo likel\ Wo conWribXWe Wo YiVXal 
ameniW\. NeZ deYelopmenW WhroXgh Whe NSPNP VhoXld aYoid YiVXal 
impacWV Wo and from WheVe TPOV Zhere poVVible, in order Wo mainWain Whe 
characWer and qXaliW\ of Whe landVcape in Whe neighboXrhood area. 
SCOPED IN 

TranVporWaWion and MoYemenW 
x There are a nXmber of pXblic righWV of Za\V (PRoWV) Wo alloZ for Vafe and 

acWiYe WraYel ZiWhin and Wo areaV oXWVide Whe neighboXrhood area. NorWon SW 
Philip iV alVo VerYed b\ a bXV VerYice Zhich appro[imaWel\ rXnV eYer\ 80 
minXWeV in boWh direcWionV.  

x The NSPNP VeekV Wo allocaWe ViWeV for deYelopmenW Zhich iV likel\ Wo 
increaVe priYaWe Yehicle XVe on Whe local road neWZork. ThiV coXld 
conWribXWe Wo congeVWion and emiVVion leYelV in Whe neighboXrhood area, 
Zhich ZoXld need Wo be conVidered in Whe neighboXrhood plan.   
SCOPED IN 
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SEA FUDPHZRUN 
3.10 The SEA frameZork haV been eVWabliVhed WhroXgh Whe idenWificaWion of ke\ 

iVVXeV and enYironmenWal objecWiYeV aV parW of Whe Vcoping e[erciVe. ThiV 
draZV Xpon Whe baVeline poViWion and polic\ conWe[W WhaW haV been prepared for 
SEA WopicV. 

3.11 The frameZork conViVWV of a VeW of headline objecWiYeV and ancillar\ qXeVWionV, 
Zhich haV been XVed Wo appraiVe Whe enYironmenWal effecWV of Whe drafW NSPNP 
(and an\ reaVonable alWernaWiYeV).   

3.12 TDEOH 3.2 oXWlineV Whe fXll SEA FrameZork. ThiV SEA FrameZork proYideV a 
meWhodological frameZork for Whe appraiVal of likel\ VignificanW effecWV on Whe 
baVeline.   

TDEOH 3.2: NSPNP SEA FUDPHZRUN 

SEA theme SEA objective Supporting assessment questions 

BiodiYerViW\ and 
geodiYerViW\ 

ProWecW and enhance 
biodiYerViW\ and 
geodiYerViW\. 

x ProWecW and enhance naWionall\ and locall\ 
deVignaWed ViWeV, inclXding VXpporWing habiWaWV and 
mobile VpecieV WhaW are imporWanW Wo Whe inWegriW\ of 
WheVe ViWeV? 

x ProWecW and enhance Vemi-naWXral habiWaWV aV Zell 
aV prioriW\ habiWaWV and VpecieV?  

x AchieYe biodiYerViW\ and enYironmenWal neW gainV 
and VXpporW Whe deliYer\ of ecoV\VWem VerYiceV 
and mXlWifXncWional green infraVWrXcWXre neWZorkV? 

x IncreaVe Whe reVilience of biodiYerViW\ in Whe area Wo 
Whe effecWV of climaWe change, inclXding WhroXgh 
enhancemenWV Wo ecological neWZorkV? 

x SXpporW acceVV Wo, inWerpreWaWion and 
XnderVWanding of biodiYerViW\ and geodiYerViW\? 

ClimaWe change 
and flood riVk 

RedXce Whe conWribXWion Wo 
climaWe change made b\ 
acWiYiWieV ZiWhin Whe 
neighboXrhood area and 
increaVe reVilience Wo Whe 
poWenWial effecWV of climaWe 
change. 

x AYoid YXlnerable deYelopmenW in areaV of high 
flood riVk, Waking inWo accoXnW Whe likel\ fXWXre 
effecWV of climaWe change? 

x RedXce Whe nXmber of joXrne\V made and redXce 
Whe need Wo WraYel? 

x PromoWe Whe XVe of more VXVWainable modeV of 
WranVporW, inclXding Zalking, c\cling, pXblic 
WranVporW, and elecWric Yehicle (EV) infraVWrXcWXre? 

x IncreaVe Whe nXmber of neZ deYelopmenWV 
meeWing or e[ceeding VXVWainable deVign criWeria? 

x GeneraWe energ\ from loZ or ]ero carbon VoXrceV, 
or redXce energ\ conVXmpWion from non-
reneZable reVoXrceV? 

x EnVXre WhaW deYelopmenW doeV noW come forZard 
in areaV aW higher riVk of flooding, conVidering Whe 
likel\ fXWXre effecWV of climaWe change? 

x ImproYe and e[Wend green infraVWrXcWXre neWZorkV 
in Whe neighboXrhood area? 

x SXVWainabl\ manage ZaWer rXn-off, redXcing rXnoff 
Zhere poVVible? 

x IncreaVe Whe reVilience of biodiYerViW\ in Whe area Wo 
Whe effecWV of climaWe change, inclXding WhroXgh 
enhancemenWV Wo ecological neWZorkV? 
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SEA theme SEA objective Supporting assessment questions 
CommXniW\ 
Zellbeing 

EnVXre groZWh in Whe 
neighboXrhood area iV 
aligned ZiWh Whe needV of 
all reVidenWV, improYing 
acceVVibiliW\, anWicipaWing 
fXWXre needV and VpecialiVW 
reqXiremenWV, and 
VXpporWing coheViYe and 
inclXViYe commXniWieV. 

x ProYide eYer\one ZiWh Whe opporWXniW\ Wo liYe in 
good qXaliW\, affordable hoXVing? 

x SXpporW Whe proYiVion of a range of hoXVe W\peV 
and Vi]eV? 

x MeeW Whe needV of all VecWorV of Whe commXniW\? 
x DeliYer neZ faciliWieV Wo redXce Whe need Wo WraYel 

oXWVide Whe neighboXrhood area? 
x ProYide fle[ible and adapWable homeV WhaW meeW 

people¶V needV, parWicXlarl\ Whe needV of an ageing 
popXlaWion? 

x ImproYe Whe aYailabiliW\ and acceVVibiliW\ of ke\ 
local faciliWieV, inclXding healWh infraVWrXcWXre? 

x EncoXrage and promoWe Vocial coheVion and 
acWiYe inYolYemenW of local people in commXniW\ 
acWiYiWieV? 

x FaciliWaWe green infraVWrXcWXre enhancemenWV, 
inclXding improYed acceVV Wo open Vpace? 

x MainWain or enhance Whe qXaliW\ of life of e[iVWing 
reVidenWV? 

HiVWoric 
enYironmenW 

ProWecW, conVerYe, and 
enhance Whe hiVWoric 
enYironmenW ZiWhin and 
VXrroXnding Whe 
neighboXrhood area. 

x ProWecW Whe inWegriW\ of Whe hiVWoric VeWWing of Whe 
NorWon SW Philip ConVerYaWion Area? 

x ConVerYe and enhance bXildingV and VWrXcWXreV of 
archiWecWXral or hiVWoric inWereVW, boWh deVignaWed 
and non-deVignaWed, and Wheir VeWWingV? 

x ProWecW Whe inWegriW\ of Whe hiVWoric VeWWing of ke\ 
monXmenWV of cXlWXral heriWage inWereVW aV liVWed in 
Whe SomerVeW HER? 

x SXpporW Whe XnderWaking of earl\ archaeological 
inYeVWigaWionV and, Zhere appropriaWe, recommend 
miWigaWion VWraWegieV? 

x SXpporW acceVV Wo, inWerpreWaWion and 
XnderVWanding of Whe hiVWoric eYolXWion and 
characWer of Whe neighboXrhood area? 

Land, Voil, and 
ZaWer reVoXrceV 

EnVXre Whe efficienW and 
effecWiYe XVe of land, and 
proWecW and enhance ZaWer 
qXaliW\, XVing ZaWer 
reVoXrceV in a VXVWainable 
manner. 

x PromoWe Whe XVe of preYioXVl\ deYeloped land 
ZhereYer poVVible? 

x IdenWif\ and aYoid Whe deYelopmenW of Whe beVW and 
moVW YerVaWile agricXlWXral land? 

x SXpporW Whe minimiVaWion, reXVe, and rec\cling of 
ZaVWe? 

x AYoid an\ negaWiYe impacWV on ZaWer qXaliW\ and 
VXpporW improYemenWV Wo ZaWer qXaliW\? 

x EnVXre appropriaWe drainage and miWigaWion iV 
deliYered alongVide propoVed deYelopmenW? 

x ProWecW ZaWerbodieV from pollXWion? 
x Ma[imiVe ZaWer efficienc\ and opporWXniWieV for 

ZaWer harYeVWing and/or ZaWer rec\cling? 
x AYoid an\ negaWiYe impacWV on mineral and ZaVWe 

infraVWrXcWXre? 

LandVcape ProWecW and enhance Whe 
characWer and qXaliW\ of Whe 
immediaWe and VXrroXnding 
landVcape. 

x ConVerYe and beWWer reYeal Whe Vignificance of 
CoWVZoldV NaWional LandVcape? 

x ProWecW and / or enhance local landVcape characWer 
and qXaliW\ of place? 

x ConVerYe and enhance local idenWiW\, diYerViW\, and 
VeWWlemenW characWer? 
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SEA theme SEA objective Supporting assessment questions 
x IdenWif\ and proWecW locall\ imporWanW YieZpoinWV 

Zhich conWribXWe Wo characWer and VenVe of place? 
x ReWain and enhance landVcape feaWXreV WhaW 

conWribXWe Wo Whe landVcape VeWWing, inclXding WreeV 
and hedgeroZV? 

TranVporWaWion PromoWe VXVWainable 
WranVporW XVe and acWiYe 
WraYel opporWXniWieV and 
redXce Whe need Wo WraYel. 

x SXpporW Whe objecWiYeV ZiWhin Whe SomerVeW FXWXre 
TranVporW Plan Wo encoXrage Whe XVe of more 
VXVWainable WranVporW modeV? 

x EncoXrage a VhifW Wo more VXVWainable formV of 
WraYel and enable VXVWainable WranVporW 
infraVWrXcWXre enhancemenWV? 

x ImproYe local connecWiYiW\ and pedeVWrian and 
c\cliVW moYemenW? 

x FaciliWaWe Zorking from home Wo redXce Whe XVe of 
priYaWe YehicleV Wo acceVV ZorkplaceV oXWVide of 
Whe neighboXrhood area? 

x RedXce Whe impacW of Whe WranVporW VecWor on 
climaWe change? 

x ImproYe road VafeW\? 
x RedXce Whe impacW on reVidenWV from Whe road 

neWZork? 
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4. CRQVLGHUDWLRQ RI UHDVRQDEOH DOWHUQDWLYHV WKURXJK 
WKH SEA 
IQWURGXFWLRQ 

4.1 In accordance ZiWh Whe SEA RegXlaWionV Whe EnYironmenWal ReporW mXVW 
inclXde: 

x An oXWline of Whe reaVonV for VelecWing Whe alWernaWiYeV dealW ZiWh; and  

x The likel\ VignificanW effecWV on Whe enYironmenW aVVociaWed ZiWh alWernaWiYeV 
/ an oXWline of Whe reaVonV for VelecWing Whe preferred approach in lighW of 
alWernaWiYeV appraiVed.  

4.2 The µnarraWiYe¶ of plan-making / SEA Xp Wo WhiV poinW iV Wold ZiWhin WhiV parW of Whe 
EnYironmenWal ReporW. Specificall\, hoZ Whe SEA proceVV Wo daWe haV informed 
Whe conVideraWion of differenW approacheV for ke\ elemenWV of Whe NSPNP. 

OYHUYLHZ RI SODQ PDNLQJ DQG SEA ZRUN XQGHUWDNHQ 
4.3 The former Mendip DiVWricW CoXncil deVignaWed NorWon SW Philip pariVh aV a 

neighboXrhood area in April 2018.    

4.4 Since deVignaWion, Whe NSPNP SWeering GroXp haYe gaWhered eYidence and 
XnderWaken conVXlWaWion ZiWh local commXniWieV and oWher ke\ VWakeholderV Wo 
idenWif\ Whe iVVXeV and opporWXniWieV WhaW need Wo be addreVVed in Whe NSPNP.  

4.5 A preYioXV YerVion of Whe neighboXrhood plan ZaV prepared and recommended 
b\ Whe former Mendip DiVWricW CoXncil for referendXm in SepWember 2019. ThiV 
deciVion ZaV laWer challenged b\ Za\ of a JXdicial ReYieZ, ZiWh Whe deciVion b\ 
Whe CoXncil Wo alloZ Whe plan Wo proceed Wo referendXm qXaVhed in OcWober 
2020.  

4.6 FolloZing Whe High CoXrW and CoXrW of Appeal deciVionV, amendmenWV Zere 
made Wo Whe preYioXV YerVion of Whe neighboXrhood plan b\ Mendip DiVWricW 
CoXncil, and WheVe Zere conVXlWed Xpon in March and April 2021. The 
modificaWionV Zere VXpporWed b\ Whe NSPNP SWeering GroXp. The former 
Mendip DiVWricW CoXncil and NorWon SW Philip PariVh CoXncil VXbVeqXenWl\ 
agreed Wo paXVe Whe progreVVion of Whe neighboXrhood plan ZhilVW Whe\ aZaiW 
clariW\ on poWenWial changeV Wo Whe NorWon SW Philip Yillage VeWWlemenW boXndar\ 
in Whe Local Plan ParW 2 Polic\ LPP2, Zhich ZaV Xndergoing e[aminaWion aW Whe 
Wime.   

4.7 In Ma\ 2023, a fXrWher RegXlaWion 14 conVXlWaWion ZaV held on Whe drafW 
neighboXrhood plan. In reVponVe Wo Whe conVXlWaWion, NaWXral England adYiVed 
WhaW Whe neighboXrhood plan coXld reVXlW in a likel\ VignificanW effecW on Whe BaWh 
and Bradford on AYon BaWV SAC and Whe MellV Valle\ SAC, and a HabiWaWV 
RegXlaWionV AVVeVVmenW progreVVing Wo AppropriaWe AVVeVVmenW iV reqXired. 

4.8 FolloZing WhiV adYice, Whe NSPNP SWeering GroXp XnderWook a HRA and SEA 
Vcreening e[erciVe in December 2023, Zhich ZenW onWo conclXde WhaW an HRA 
and fXll SEA iV reqXired dXe Wo Whe poWenWial for deYelopmenW aW Whe propoVed 
ViWe allocaWion aW Bell Hill Garage Wo haYe VignificanW effecWV on EXropean SiWeV.   
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4.9 The firVW VWep in Whe SEA proceVV ZaV Whe preparaWion of a Scoping ReporW, 
Zhich ZaV pXbliVhed for conVXlWaWion in Ma\ 2024. The SEA proceVV iV being 
deliYered b\ AECOM aV parW of Whe LocaliW\ Technical SXpporW Programme.  

4.10 AECOM haV Zorked alongVide Whe NSPNP SWeering GroXp Wo idenWif\ and 
appraiVe an\ reaVonable alWernaWiYeV, Wo enVXre WhaW Whe SEA helpV Wo inform 
Whe approacheV and policieV ZiWhin Whe drafW neighboXrhood plan. 

EVWDEOLVKLQJ UHDVRQDEOH DOWHUQDWLYHV 
4.11 A ke\ elemenW of Whe SEA proceVV iV Whe appraiVal of µreaVonable alWernaWiYeV¶ 

for Whe NSPNP. The SEA RegXlaWionV13 are noW preVcripWiYe aV Wo ZhaW 
conVWiWXWeV a reaVonable alWernaWiYe, VWaWing onl\ WhaW Whe EnYironmenWal ReporW 
VhoXld preVenW an appraiVal of Whe µSlaQ aQd UeaVRQable alWeUQaWiYeV WakiQg iQWR 
accRXQW Whe RbjecWiYeV aQd geRgUaShical VcRSe Rf Whe SlaQ¶.  

4.12 CaVe-laZ (moVW noWabl\ FriendV of Whe EarWh VV. WelVh MiniVWerV, 2015) haV 
eVWabliVhed WhaW planning aXWhoriWieV ma\ appl\ diVcreWion and planning 
jXdgemenW Zhen deWermining ZhaW VhoXld reaVonabl\ be Whe focXV of 
alWernaWiYeV appraiVal, recogniVing Whe need Wo appl\ a proporWionaWe approach 
and enVXre an SEA proceVV/ reporW WhaW iV focXVed and acceVVible. 

4.13 ThiV VecWion deVcribeV hoZ Whe SEA proceVV haV informed Whe propoVed 
deYelopmenW VWraWeg\ for Whe NSPNP.   

HoXVing groZWh VWraWeg\ and ViWe allocaWion 
4.14 Polic\ 4 of Whe NeighboXrhood Plan allocaWeV land aW Bell Hill Garage for 

reVidenWial deYelopmenW for Xp Wo 15 homeV. The Bell Hill Garage ViWe 
compriVeV a broZnfield ViWe conViVWing of a Yehicle repair garage and parking 
area. The ViWe haV been idenWified aV one of WZo ViWeV in Whe NorWon SW Philip 
ConVerYaWion Area AppraiVal14 Wo be making a negaWiYe conWribXWion Wo Whe 
conVerYaWion area. The oWher ViWe conViVWed of a former chicken proceVVing 
facWor\, Zhich haV Vince been redeYeloped inWo hoXVing.  

4.15 OYerall hoXVing nXmberV (WargeWV) are primaril\ Whe reVponVibiliW\ of Whe Local 
Planning AXWhoriW\, SomerVeW CoXncil. AV VeW oXW in SecWion 2 of WhiV reporW, Whe 
Local Plan hoXVing reqXiremenW of 45 homeV for Whe neighboXrhood area haV 
been meW. Therefore, in nXmerical WermV, Where iV no oXWVWanding hoXVing 
reqXiremenW for NorWon SW Philip for Whe Local Plan period (Xp Wo 2029).  

4.16 FocXVing on poWenWial alWernaWiYe VpaWial opWionV for hoXVing allocaWion, Whe SEA 
(in conVXlWaWion ZiWh Whe NSPNP SWeering GroXp) conVidered WhaW Whe onl\ 
alWernaWiYe ZoXld be Wo Wake a µdo noWhing¶ approach. The propoVed ViWe 
allocaWion iV noW aimed Wo addreVV an XnmeW hoXVing need, bXW Wo deliYer a 
XniqXe pXrpoVe of improYemenWV Wo WoZnVcape characWer WhroXgh Whe 
redeYelopmenW of Whe poor-qXaliW\ ViWe. A ke\ objecWiYe of Whe NSPNP iV Wo 
preVerYe Whe characWer and heriWage of Whe Yillage and VXpporW VXVWainable 
hoXVing. The redeYelopmenW of Whe Bell Hill Garage ViWe Zill proYide 
opporWXniWieV Wo improYe Whe characWer of Whe conVerYaWion area and Where iV 
VWrong local VXpporW for iWV redeYelopmenW. Therefore, iW iV noW poVVible Wo deriYe 
meaningfXl VpaWial VWraWeg\ alWernaWiYeV Wo Whe drafW NeighboXrhood Plan.  

 
13 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 
14 Mendip District Council (2007) µNorWon SW Philip ConVerYaWion Area AppraiVal¶ can be acceVVed here 



Norton St Philip Neighbourhood Plan  Regulation 14 Environmental Report   

 

 
Prepared for:  Locality and Norton St Philip Parish Council     
 

AECOM 
17 

 

4.17 A µdo noWhing¶ approach ZoXld in effecW lead Wo a conWinXaWion of naWional and 
local planning polic\ Wo appl\ Wo Whe ViWe and ZoXld noW help faciliWaWe iWV 
redeYelopmenW. ConVidering WhaW Where iV VWrong local VXpporW for Whe 
VXVWainable deYelopmenW of Whe ViWe and WhaW a ke\ objecWiYe of Whe 
neighboXrhood plan iV Wo preVerYe Whe characWer and heriWage of Whe Yillage, a 
µdo noWhing¶ approach ZaV noW deWermined Wo be a reaVonable alWernaWiYe Zhich 
needed appraiVing. 

4.18 The qXanWXm of hoXVing of Xp Wo 15 homeV VXpporWed on Whe Bell Hill Garage 
ViWe in Polic\ 4 of Whe NeighboXrhood Plan haV been eVWabliVhed b\ Whe NSPNP 
SWeering GroXp baVed on conVenWed planning applicaWionV15 b\ Whe ViWe 
landoZner. The conVenWed applicaWionV (025485/010 and 2009/1448) combined 
coYerV a ViWe area Vimilar Wo Whe propoVed ViWe allocaWion and obWained conVenW 
for 14 homeV and office Vpace. BaVed on Whe denViW\ of hoXVing propoVed 
Xnder Whe conVenWed Vcheme, iW iV conVidered WhaW if Whe ViWe ZaV Wo Volel\ be 
deYeloped for hoXVing, iW coXld VXpporW appro[imaWel\ 15 homeV.  

4.19 An alWernaWiYe Wo Whe propoVed qXanWXm of homeV ZoXld be Wo pXrVXe a higher 
qXanWXm of hoXVing on Whe ViWe allocaWion. WhilVW WhiV can proYide a Zider range 
of choice and fle[ibiliW\ in deliYering addiWional hoXVing, Where iV no eYidence Wo 
jXVWif\ higher leYelV of hoXVing groZWh and Where iV poWenWial for a higher denViW\ 
of hoXVing Wo caXVe harm Wo WoZnVcape characWer. Therefore, WhiV alWernaWiYe iV 
alVo conVidered Wo be XnreaVonable. 

4.20 Taking Whe aboYe inWo accoXnW, iW ZaV conclXded WhaW Where Zere no reaVonable 
alWernaWiYeV Wo Whe ViWe allocaWion and Whe leYel of groZWh propoVed WhroXgh Whe 
NSPNP aW WhiV VWage. The reWenWion of Whe emplo\menW XVe of Whe Bell Hill 
Garage ViWe iV alVo conVidered Xnder Whe µdo noWhing¶ approach.   

DeYelopmenW limiW boXndar\  
4.21 The LPP1 defineV a deYelopmenW limiW boXndar\ for NorWon SW Philip and a 

reYiVion of WhiV boXndar\ iV propoVed in Whe LPP2 Wo Wake accoXnW of recenW 
deYelopmenW oXWVide Whe boXndar\ aW Longmead CloVe. The NeighboXrhood 
Plan VeekV Wo define a deYelopmenW limiW boXndar\ WhaW folloZV Whe propoVed 
LPP2 boXndar\.  

4.22 A poWenWial alWernaWiYe opWion haV been conVidered Wo e[plore a leVV reVWricWiYe 
approach Wo deYelopmenW ZiWhin and oXWVide Whe VeWWlemenW boXndar\. HoZeYer, 
amending Whe boXndar\ Wo inclXde XndeYeloped land WhaW iV noW allocaWed for a 
giYen XVe on Whe peripher\ of Whe Yillage ZoXld be conWrar\ Wo Whe VpiriW of Whe 
LPP1 Zhich VeekV Wo limiW deYelopmenW Wo ZiWhin VeWWlemenW limiW boXndarieV 
and proWecW open coXnWr\Vide. Therefore, WhiV alWernaWiYe iV conVidered Wo be 
XnreaVonable and haV noW been Waken forZard for aVVeVVmenW.   

 
15 Consented applications include 025485/010 and 2009/1448.  
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5. ASSUDLVDO RI WKH RHJXODWLRQ 14 YHUVLRQ RI WKH 
NHLJKERXUKRRG PODQ 
IQWURGXFWLRQ 

5.1 The aim of WhiV chapWer iV Wo preVenW appraiVal findingV and recommendaWionV in 
relaWion Wo Whe cXrrenW RegXlaWion 14 drafW YerVion of Whe NSPNP. ThiV chapWer 
preVenWV: 

x An appraiVal of Whe cXrrenW YerVion of Whe NSPNP Xnder Whe SEA Wheme 
headingV; and 

x The oYerall conclXVionV aW WhiV cXrrenW VWage and recommendaWionV for Whe 
ne[W VWage of plan-making.   

NRUWRQ SW PKLOLS NHLJKERXUKRRG PODQ SROLFLHV 
5.2 The NSPNP conWainV 9 policieV Wo gXide deYelopmenW in Whe neighboXrhood 

area. TheVe are VeW oXW in TDEOH 5.1 beloZ. 

TDEOH 5.1 NRUWRQ SW PKLOLS QHLJKERXUKRRG SODQ SROLFLHV 

Policy Reference Policy Name 

Polic\ 1 DeYelopmenW ZiWhin Whe SeWWlemenW BoXndar\ of NorWon SW Philip 

Polic\ 2 RXral AreaV/ Green BelW 

Polic\ 3 HoXVing DeYelopmenW 

Polic\ 4 HoXVing SiWe AllocaWion, Bell Hill Garage 

Polic\ 5 RXral E[cepWion SiWeV 

Polic\ 6 High QXaliW\ DeVign 

Polic\ 7 ImporWanW Green SpaceV 

Polic\ 8 PromoWing BiodiYerViW\ and AddreVVing ClimaWe Change 

Polic\ 9 MoniWoring and ReYieZ 

ASSURDFK WR WKLV DSSUDLVDO 
5.3 The appraiVal idenWifieV and eYalXaWeV µlikel\ VignificanW effecWV¶ on Whe baVeline, 

draZing on Whe VXVWainabiliW\ objecWiYeV idenWified WhroXgh Vcoping (Vee TDEOH 
3.2) aV a meWhodological frameZork. The appraiVal iV VWrXcWXred Xnder each of 
Whe SEA objecWiYeV.  

5.4 AccoXnW iV Waken of Whe criWeria preVenWed ZiWhin SchedXle 1 of Whe SEA 
RegXlaWionV.16  So, for e[ample, accoXnW iV Waken of Whe probabiliW\, dXraWion, 
freqXenc\ and reYerVibiliW\ of effecWV aV far aV poVVible. CXmXlaWiYe effecWV are 
alVo conVidered, i.e., Whe poWenWial for Whe neighboXrhood plan Wo impacW an 
aVpecW of Whe baVeline Zhen implemenWed alongVide oWher planV, programmeV, 
and projecWV. TheVe effecW µcharacWeriVWicV¶ are deVcribed ZiWhin Whe aVVeVVmenW 
aV appropriaWe. 

 
16 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 
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5.5 EYer\ efforW iV made Wo predicW effecWV accXraWel\; hoZeYer, WhiV iV inherenWl\ 
challenging giYen Whe XnderVWanding of Whe baVeline (noZ and in Whe fXWXre 
Xnder a µno plan¶ Vcenario) WhaW iV ineYiWabl\ limiWed. Therefore, Where iV a need 
Wo make aVVXmpWionV, e.g., in relaWion Wo plan implemenWaWion and aVpecWV of 
Whe baVeline WhaW mighW be impacWed. AVVXmpWionV are made caXWioXVl\ and 
e[plained ZiWhin Whe We[W (ZiWh Whe aim of VWriking a balance beWZeen 
comprehenViYeneVV and conciVeneVV). In man\ inVWanceV iW iV noW poVVible Wo 
predicW VignificanW effecWV, bXW iW iV poVVible Wo commenW on meriWV (or oWherZiVe) 
in more general WermV.  

BLRGLYHUVLW\ DQG GHRGLYHUVLW\ 
5.6 There are no inWernaWionall\ deVignaWed ViWeV ZiWhin or in cloVe pro[imiW\ Wo Whe 

neighboXrhood area and Where are no naWionall\ deVignaWed ViWeV ZiWhin Whe 
neighboXrhood boXndar\. HoZeYer, Whe area doeV inclXde areaV of prioriW\ 
habiWaW inclXding ancienW Zoodland, decidXoXV Zoodland, WradiWional orchard, 
and ZoodpaVWXre and parkland. There iV alVo poWenWial for deYelopmenW Wo 
caXVe harm Wo Whe MellV Valle\ SAC and Whe BaWh and Bradford on AYon BaWV 
SAC, WhroXgh increaVed recreaWional preVVXreV and poorer air qXaliW\. 

5.7 The propoVed ViWe allocaWion aW Bell Hill Garage doeV noW inWerVecW ZiWh an\ 
biodiYerViW\ or geodiYerViW\ deVignaWionV and iV noW knoZn Wo inclXde an\ prioriW\ 
habiWaWV. HoZeYer, Whe ViWe iV ZiWhin Band B of Whe conVXlWaWion ]one for Whe 
BaWh and Bradford on AYon BaWV SAC and Band C of Whe conVXlWaWion ]one for 
Whe MellV Valle\ SAC indicaWing Whe poWenWial imporWance of habiWaWV on ViWe Wo 
Whe SACV. The ViWe iV boXnded b\ WreeV and VhrXbV, ZiWh Vome poWenWial Wo be 
VXpporWing VpecieV VXch aV neVWing birdV. HorVeVhoe baWV haYe preYioXVl\ 
been recorded on ViWe and Where iV poWenWial for deYelopmenW Wo haYe 
deWrimenWal impacWV WhroXgh badl\ deVigned lighWing, loVV of habiWaW or 
fragmenWaWion of hedgeroZV WhaW alWer Whe micro-habiWaW neWZork.     

5.8 NSPNP Polic\ 1 VXpporWV deYelopmenW Zhere iW ZoXld noW reVXlW in an\ 
µVignificanW harm¶ Wo naWXre conVerYaWion ViWeV and biodiYerViW\ neWZorkV ZiWhin 
Whe area. NSPNP Polic\ 8 fXrWher VeekV Wo VafegXard all µaVVeWV of Zildlife and 
ecological YalXe¶. ThiV VhoXld help Wo VafegXard ecological connecWiYiW\ acroVV 
Whe ViWe allocaWion and for VpecXlaWiYe groZWh in Whe neighboXrhood area. 
HoZeYer, Whe policieV do noW VignificanWl\ deYiaWe from Whe baVeline proWecWion 
alread\ afforded in Whe neighboXrhood area WhroXgh VWaWXWor\ meaVXreV and 
naWional and local planning polic\, and WhXV VignificanW effecWV are noW predicWed. 
The policieV alVo do noW inclXde an\ ViWe-Vpecific deWail Wo VXpporW Whe 
preVerYaWion and enhancemenW Wo e[iVWing habiWaWV on Whe Bell Hill Garage ViWe 
and Wo VafegXard againVW an\ poWenWial effecWV of deYelopmenW on Whe SACV.  

5.9 NSPNP Polic\ 7 idenWifieV and deVignaWeV local green VpaceV in NorWon SW 
Philip for proWecWion from deYelopmenW. ThiV Zill benefiW biodiYerViW\ aV man\ 
green VpaceV proYide a habiWaW for Zildlife or form parW of an ecological corridor.  
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5.10 NSPNP Polic\ 8 VeWV oXW a reqXiremenW for deYelopmenW Wo µVecXre biodiYerViW\ 
neW gain for aW leaVW 10% Zhere reqXired¶. ThiV reqXiremenW alignV ZiWh Whe 10% 
neW biodiYerViW\ gain mandaWor\ reqXiremenW for all qXalif\ing VchemeV in Whe 
EnYironmenW AcW 202117 and WhXV doeV noW deYiaWe from Whe eVWabliVhed 
baVeline. OpporWXniWieV for enhancemenWV WhroXgh reqXiring deYelopmenW Wo 
deliYer a higher amoXnW of neW gain or Wo deliYer onViWe neW gain (Zhere feaVible) 
are miVVed.   

5.11 AV conVidered aboYe, Whe NSPNP VeWV oXW meaVXreV Wo proWecW and enhance 
biodiYerViW\ feaWXreV and deVignaWionV. HoZeYer, cXmXlaWiYel\, Whe policieV do 
noW VignificanWl\ deYiaWe from Whe baVeline proWecWion alread\ afforded in Whe 
neighboXrhood area WhroXgh VWaWXWor\ meaVXreV and naWional and local 
planning polic\. OpporWXniWieV Wo proYide meaningfXl deWail Wo VecXre biodiYerViW\ 
improYemenWV VXch aV on-ViWe biodiYerViW\ neW gain are miVVed. EqXall\, Whe 
Vcale and locaWion of propoVed groZWh and Whe miWigaWion meaVXreV VeW oXW in 
polic\ VhoXld likel\ aYoid an\ VignificanW effecWV. OYerall, QHXWUDO HIIHFWV are 
predicWed.  

COLPDWH CKDQJH DQG FORRG RLVN 
5.12 In Whe conWe[W of a declared climaWe and ecological emergenc\, Whe NSPNP can 

proYide planning VXpporW for Whe WranViWion Wo a loZ carbon fXWXre and increaVed 
reVilience Wo fXWXre climaWic changeV.  

5.13 In WermV of climaWe change miWigaWion, Whe propoVed hoXVing Zill increaVe 
greenhoXVe gaV emiVVionV linked Wo Whe conVWrXcWion phaVe, minor increaVe in 
Whe bXilW fooWprinW of NorWon SW Philip, local popXlaWion groZWh and addiWional 
Wraffic floZV. AddiWional Wraffic iV likel\ dXe Wo Whe limiWed proYiVion of 
emplo\menW, commXniW\ VerYiceV and faciliWieV inclXding bXW noW limiWed Wo 
healWh faciliWieV and Vecondar\ edXcaWion in Whe neighboXrhood area. GiYen Whe 
Vcale of groZWh propoVed (likel\ Xp Wo 15 homeV), and Whe likelihood of 
improYemenWV Wo conVWrXcWion phaVe miWigaWion, energ\ efficienc\ and Whe 
adopWion of neZ WechnologieV (inclXding increaVe in elecWric car XVage), WhiV iV 
noW conVidered Wo lead Wo VignificanW effecWV in relaWion Wo climaWe change 
miWigaWion.  

5.14 The proYiVionV in NSPNP Polic\ 8 proYide indirecW VXpporW for climaWe change 
miWigaWion, parWicXlar WhoXgh Whe polic\ encoXragemenW for high leYelV of 
VXVWainabiliW\ in deVign inclXding for deYelopmenW Wo incorporaWe Whe µhigheVW 
VWandardV of energ\ efficienc\ and demonVWraWe reVilience Wo Whe likel\ impacWV 
of climaWe change inclXding increaVed flood riVk and heaW VWreVV¶ and for Whe 
incorporaWion of elecWric Yehicle charging poinWV, inclXding Zhere appropriaWe in 
neZ VWreeW lighWing colXmnV.  

5.15 The polic\ fXrWher VXpporWV local reneZable energ\ generaWion. HoZeYer, Whe 
polic\ broadl\ alignV ZiWh LPP1 Polic\ DP7 and doeV noW VeW oXW addiWional 
deWail aV Wo Whe naWXre of VchemeV and locaWionV Zhere energ\ generaWion Zill 
be VXpporWed, and WhXV iV noW likel\ Wo alWer Whe e[iVWing baVeline. Polic\ 8 alVo 
encoXrageV VXVWainable drainage V\VWemV ZiWh Whe XVe of naWiYe Wree and 
hedgeroZ VpecieV, Zhich VhoXld VXpporW miWigaWion oYer Whe long Werm. 

 
17   Environment Act (2021) can be accessed here 
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5.16 The polic\ frameZork VeekV Wo minimiVe operaWional emiVVionV b\ VXpporWing 
Whe XVe of reneZable energ\ and encoXraging high qXaliW\ deVign. WhilVW an 
increaVe in greenhoXVe gaV emiVVionV iV ineYiWable aV a reVXlW of Whe ViWe 
allocaWion, deYelopmenW iV neceVVar\ Wo VXpporW local hoXVing and oWher 
commXniW\ needV. OYerall, no VignificanW deYiaWionV from Whe baVeline are 
conVidered likel\, ZiWh man\ climaWe miWigaWion and reVilience meaVXreV being 
driYen largel\ aW Whe regional or naWional Vcale. On WhiV baViV, broadl\ QHXWUDO 
HIIHFWV are conclXded in relaWion Wo climaWe change miWigaWion. 

5.17 Regarding flood riVk, Whe propoVed ViWe allocaWion aW Bell Hill Garage doeV noW 
fall ZiWhin an area aW riVk of flXYial flooding and inclXdeV Vome areaV aW loZ riVk 
of VXrface ZaWer flooding. Polic\ 8 reqXireV deYelopmenW Wo incorporaWe 
VXVWainable drainage V\VWemV and naWXral drainage. The polic\ meaVXreV 
alongVide Whe proWecWion afforded in naWional and local planning polic\ VhoXld 
help VecXre adeqXaWe miWigaWion Wo VafegXard againVW poWenWial e[acerbaWed 
flood riVk from deYelopmenW. Therefore, no VignificanW effecWV are conVidered 
likel\, and broadl\ QHXWUDO HIIHFWV are conclXded ZiWh no anWicipaWed VignificanW 
deYiaWionV from Whe baVeline. 

CRPPXQLW\ :HOOEHLQJ 
5.18 AW Whe VWraWegic leYel, Whe Local Plan doeV noW VeW oXW an XnmeW hoXVing need 

for Whe neighboXrhood area. The NeighboXrhood Plan iV alVo noW VXpporWed 
ZiWh an objecWiYe aVVeVVmenW of hoXVing need Wo VeW oXW local hoXVing needV. 
HoZeYer, Whe NSPNP allocaWeV land aW Bell Hill Garage for Xp Wo 15 homeV, 
Zhich VhoXld proYide hoXVing choice and neZ affordable hoXVing proYiVion in 
Whe local area. GiYen WhaW WhiV ZoXld e[ceed Whe objecWiYel\ aVVeVVed hoXVing 
needV for Whe area in Whe Local Plan, poViWiYe effecWV are predicWed. AlWhoXgh, 
Where iV Vome XncerWainW\, aV Whe NSPNP doeV noW Vpecif\ an e[acW hoXVing 
figXre and doeV noW e[plore inWo deWail Whe nXmber of homeV and denViW\ WhaW 
can be accommodaWed. 

5.19 The oZner of Whe land aW Bell Hill Garage haV indicaWed WhaW Whe e[iVWing 
emplo\menW XVe of Whe ViWe Zill be reWained aV parW of Whe redeYelopmenW of Whe 
ViWe. HoZeYer, Whe reWenWion of Whe emplo\menW XVe iV noW VecXred WhroXgh Whe 
NeighboXrhood Plan and Where iV a poWenWial riVk of Whe permanenW loVV of 
emplo\menW XVe and car VerYicing proYiVion in Whe neighboXrhood area. ThiV iV 
predicWed Wo deriYe a XncerWain minor negaWiYe effecW.      

5.20 In WermV of Whe deliYer\ of a mi[ of hoXVing, NSPNP Polic\ 4 reqXireV Whe 
dZelling mi[ for Whe ViWe allocaWion Wo be µpredominanWl\ of 2 and 3 bedroom 
homeV¶ and Wo inclXde an appropriaWe proporWion of affordable hoXVing XniWV. 
ThiV VhoXld help WoZardV Whe local deliYer\ of neZ hoXVing WhaW reflecWV local 
need and conWribXWe WoZardV Zidening of choice. HoZeYer, Whe effecWiYeneVV of 
Whe polic\ approach iV VomeZhaW limiWed aV iW onl\ applieV Wo Whe ViWe allocaWion 
and doeV noW coYer an\ VpecXlaWiYe deYelopmenW Zhich ma\ come ZiWhin Whe 
VeWWlemenW boXndar\ dXring Whe plan period. FXrWhermore, Whe polic\ doeV noW 
define Whe proporWion of affordable hoXVing in an area ZiWh higher Whan aYerage 
hoXVe priceV. ThiV coXld Xndermine Whe poWenWial for higher leYelV of affordable 
hoXVing deliYer\.    
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5.21 The NSPNP VeWV oXW a nXmber of meaVXreV Wo help VXVWain NorWon SW Philip 
pariVh aV an acWiYe and WhriYing place Wo liYe. PolicieV 1 and 7 Veek Wo VXpporW 
recreaWion and VafegXard opporWXniWieV for acWiYe lifeVW\leV WhroXgh deVignaWing 
local green Vpace and b\ reqXiring deYelopmenW Wo noW reVXlW in harm or Whe 
loVV of pXblic or priYaWe open VpaceV.  

5.22 HealWh\ and acWiYe lifeVW\leV are encoXraged WhroXgh NSPNP Polic\ 1 Zhich 
VXpporWV Zalking and recreaWion b\ VafegXarding and Zhere appropriaWe 
enhancing PRoWV in Whe YiciniW\ of Whe ViWe. PolicieV 1 and 8 Veek Wo proWecW 
reVidenWial ameniW\ from neZ deYelopmenW inclXding reneZable energ\ 
generaWion VchemeV, Zhich VhoXld help proWecW Whe Zellbeing of reVidenWV.  

5.23 NSPNP Polic\ 5 VXpporWV affordable hoXVing VchemeV oXWVide Whe VeWWlemenW 
boXndar\ Zhere Where iV clear eYidence of an XnmeW need ZiWhin Whe PariVh for 
Whe nXmber and W\pe of hoXVing propoVed. The polic\ fXrWher VeekV Wo VecXre 
Whe affordable hoXVing proYiVion b\ reqXiring applicanWV Wo enWer inWo a legal 
agreemenW Wo enVXre hoXVing ZoXld remain aYailable for affordable hoXVing 
and e[clXViYel\ Wo addreVV local need. ThiV VhoXld help VecXre Whe long Werm 
proYiVion of affordable hoXVing in Whe pariVh. In accordance ZiWh Whe NPPF, Whe 
polic\ VeekV Wo offVeW poWenWial YiabiliW\ iVVXeV b\ VXpporWing Whe inclXVion of 
markeW hoXVing. ReqXiremenWV for Whe markeW and affordable hoXVing Wo noW be 
diVWingXiVhable in deVign qXaliW\ VhoXld VXpporW Whe proYiVion of higher qXaliW\ 
affordable hoXVing and help foVWer eqXaliW\ and diYerViW\ in commXniW\.  

5.24 NSPNP Polic\ 1 doeV noW VXpporW deYelopmenW Zhich ZoXld reqXire 
µVXbVWanWial neZ infraVWrXcWXre or oWher faciliWieV Wo VXpporW Whe deYelopmenW¶. 
WhilVW Whe polic\ iV Xnclear aV Wo ZhaW ma\ conVWiWXWe aV VXbVWanWial neZ 
infraVWrXcWXre or faciliWieV, Where iV poWenWial for WhiV polic\ Wo diVcoXrage Whe 
proYiVion of neZ commXniW\ faciliWieV, VerYiceV, infraVWrXcWXre or oWher formV of 
Vocial beWWermenW.  

5.25 OYerall, Whe NSPNP performV Zell Xnder Whe commXniW\ Zellbeing objecWiYe. In 
parWicXlar, addreVVing local hoXVing needV and VafegXarding green Vpace Zill 
deriYe poViWiYe effecWV. HoZeYer, Whe Vcale of poViWiYe effecWV are noW conVidered 
Wo be VignificanW and Where iV poWenWial for XncerWain minor negaWiYe effecWV from 
Whe loVV of emplo\menW XVe. OYerall, a PLQRU SRVLWLYH HIIHFW iV predicWed. 

HLVWRULF EQYLURQPHQW 
5.26 The neighboXrhood area haV a rich hiVWoric enYironmenW, recogniVed WhroXgh 

Whe diYerViW\ of feaWXreV and areaV Zhich are naWionall\ and locall\ deVignaWed 
for Wheir heriWage inWereVW. ThiV iV reflecWed b\ NSPNP policieV Zhich haYe a 
focXV on conVerYing and proWecWing Whe Vignificance of bXildingV, VWrXcWXreV and 
feaWXreV of archiWecWXral or hiVWoric inWereVW and Wheir VeWWingV. Polic\ 1 reqXireV 
deYelopmenW Wo noW caXVe µVignificanW harm Wo heriWage aVVeWV¶ and Wo noW haYe 
µadYerVe impacWV on Whe conVerYaWion area¶. Polic\ 4 allocaWeV Whe Bell Hill 
Garage ViWe for hoXVing, Zhich VhoXld VXpporW Whe redeYelopmenW of a ViWe 
idenWified aV one of WZo ViWeV in Whe NorWon SW Philip ConVerYaWion Area 
AppraiVal18 Wo be making a negaWiYe conWribXWion Wo Whe conVerYaWion area. The 
polic\ fXrWher VeWV oXW reqXiremenWV for deYelopmenW Wo adhere Wo deYelopmenW 
briefV and Whe Village CharacWer AVVeVVmenW, Zhich VhoXld help Wo faciliWaWe Whe 
VenViWiYe redeYelopmenW of Whe ViWe.  

 
18 Mendip DiVWricW CoXncil (2007) µNorWon SW Philip ConVerYaWion Area AppraiVal¶ can be acceVVed here 
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5.27 NSPNP Polic\ 6 reqXireV neZ deYelopmenW Wo promoWe high qXaliW\ deVign WhaW 
folloZV releYanW gXidance in Whe CharacWer AVVeVVmenW accompan\ing Whe plan 
and Whe ConVerYaWion Area AppraiVal. ThiV VhoXld help deliYer high qXaliW\ and 
VenViWiYe deVign ZiWhin Whe conVerYaWion area and WhroXghoXW Whe pariVh. 
Similarl\, NSPNP Polic\ 1 reqXireV deYelopmenW Wo be of a Vcale, la\oXW and 
deVign WhaW iV compaWible ZiWh Whe characWer and denViW\ of Whe VXrroXnding 
area. The polic\ fXrWher diVcoXrageV harm or loVV of pXblic and priYaWe open 
Vpace WhaW conWribXWe Wo local bXilW characWer inclXding reVidenWial gardenV. 
TheVe policieV poViWiYel\ reVpond Wo proWecWing Whe diVWincW characWer of heriWage 
aVVeWV and Whe bXilW enYironmenW of Whe pariVh. 

5.28 OYerall, Whe NSPNP policieV Wake a proacWiYe approach in conVerYing Whe 
diVWincWiYe characWer and heriWage inWereVWV of NorWon SW Philip pariVh. ThiV iV 
recogniVed WhroXgh iWV focXV on VafegXarding proWecWed feaWXreV and Wheir 
VeWWingV and enVXring WhaW deYelopmenW reVpecWV Whe characWer of Whe bXilW 
enYironmenW. The proWecWion afforded Wo hiVWoric feaWXreV VhoXld help conVerYe 
Wheir hiVWoric imporWance in Whe long-Werm. HoZeYer, WhiV doeV noW deYiaWe 
VignificanWl\ from Whe VWaWXWor\ proWecWion alread\ afforded Wo deVignaWed aVVeWV 
and WhaW proYided in Whe Local Plan. NeYerWheleVV, Whe VenViWiYe redeYelopmenW 
of Whe Bell Hill Garage ViWe VhoXld enhance Whe characWer of Whe conVerYaWion 
area, and WhiV ZoXld be leVV likel\ Wo occXr in Whe abVence of Whe NSPNP. 
Therefore, an XQFHUWDLQ VLJQLILFDQW SRVLWLYH HIIHFW iV predicWed for WhiV 
objecWiYe.  

LDQG, SRLO, DQG :DWHU RHVRXUFHV 
5.29 In WermV of Whe locaWion of Whe beVW and moVW YerVaWile agricXlWXral land, a 

deWailed claVVificaWion haV noW been XnderWaken for Whe neighboXrhood area. 
Therefore, Where iV a need Wo rel\ on Whe naWionall\ aYailable µProYiVional 
AgricXlWXral Land QXaliW\¶ naWional daWaVeW. The ProYiVional AgricXlWXral Land 
QXaliW\ daWaVeW VhoZV WhaW Whe land immediaWel\ VXrroXnding NorWon SW Philip 
conViVWV of moVWl\ Grade 3 agricXlWXral land, hoZeYer, Whe daWa doeV noW 
differenWiaWe aV Wo ZheWher WhiV iV Grade 3a (e.g. Whe beVW and moVW YerVaWile) or 
loZer qXaliW\ 3b land. There iV alVo a Vmall area of Grade 1 agricXlWXral land Wo 
Whe norWh and Grade 4 Wo Whe norWh ZeVW of NorWon SW Philip. The land 
immediaWel\ VXrroXnding Whe Yillage iV VXVcepWible Wo loVV in fXWXre 
deYelopmenW.  

5.30 The LPP1 Polic\ CP1 affordV proWecWion Wo agricXlWXral land reVoXrceV b\ 
defining VeWWlemenW boXndarieV and limiWing reVidenWial deYelopmenW in rXral 
areaV. The NSPNP carrieV forZard WhiV boXndar\ and Polic\ 2 reqXireV 
deYelopmenW oXWVide of Whe VeWWlemenW boXndar\ Wo VaWiVf\ reqXiremenWV of Whe 
NeighboXrhood and Local PlanV. WhilVW WhiV VhoXld help Wo enVXre Whe long 
Werm preVerYaWion and reWenWion of agricXlWXral land reVoXrceV aroXnd NorWon SW 
Philip, poViWiYe effecWV are noW realiVed becaXVe in Whe abVence of Whe NSPNP, 
proWecWion iV afforded b\ Whe Local Plan.    



Norton St Philip Neighbourhood Plan  Regulation 14 Environmental Report   

 

 
Prepared for:  Locality and Norton St Philip Parish Council     
 

AECOM 
24 

 

5.31 The propoVed ViWe allocaWion conViVWV of preYioXVl\ deYeloped land and WhXV in 
noW predicWed Wo reVXlW in Whe loVV of Whe beVW and moVW YerVaWile agricXlWXral 
land. The Vcale of hoXVing propoVed iV Xnlikel\ Wo haYe an\ VignificanW impacWV 
aW Whe caWchmenW leYel Wo caXVe preVVXre on ZaWer reVoXrceV. There iV poWenWial 
for reVidenWial deYelopmenW Wo reVXlW in pollXWion in VXrface ZaWer rXn-off, Zhich 
coXld adYerVel\ affecW ZaWer qXaliW\. HoZeYer, iW iV likel\ WhaW deYelopmenW 
ZoXld improYe VXrface ZaWer rXn-off qXaliW\ b\ proYiding opporWXniWieV Wo 
incorporaWe green infraVWrXcWXre and VXVWainable drainage inWo a broZnfield ViWe 
moVWl\ XVed aV a garage and for car parking.  

5.32 NSPNP Polic\ 8 reqXireV deYelopmenW Wo incorporaWe VXVWainable drainage 
V\VWemV and naWiYe VpecieV of WreeV and hedgeroZV. ThiV broadl\ alignV ZiWh 
Whe polic\ frameZork eVWabliVhed b\ naWional and local planning polic\. 
HoZeYer, Whe XVe of naWiYe VpecieV VhoXld proYide more robXVW and reVilienW 
green infraVWrXcWXre poWenWiall\ enhancing Whe effecWiYeneVV of drainage 
V\VWemV.  

5.33 OYerall, Whe miWigaWion meaVXreV propoVed ZiWhin polic\ VhoXld VXpporW Whe 
preVerYaWion of land, Voil and ZaWer reVoXrceV. PropoVing hoXVing groZWh on a 
broZnfield ViWe ZiWhin Whe Yillage VhoXld fXrWher VXpporW Whe preVerYaWion of 
agricXlWXral land reVoXrceV b\ addreVVing local hoXVing needV ZiWhin Whe bXilW 
area. HoZeYer, aV Whe NSPNP doeV noW propoVe an\ VignificanW deYiaWion from 
Whe baVeline, broadl\ QHXWUDO HIIHFWV are predicWed for WhiV SEA objecWiYe. 

LDQGVFDSH 
5.34 The NorWon SW Philip pariVh fallV Wo Whe VoXWh of Whe CoWVZoldV NaWional 

LandVcape and Where are a nXmber of ke\ YieZV beWZeen Whe deVignaWion and 
NorWon SW Philip neighboXrhood area. The area alVo fallV ZiWhin Whe CoWVZoldV 
NCA and Whe Frome Valle\ and CoWVZold Edge LCA landVcape W\peV. The 
Yillage and Whe immediaWe VXrroXnding area fallV ZiWhin Whe NorWon SW Philip, 
BXckland and Orchardleigh Ridge and Fo[coWe SlopeV LCAV. The eaVWern parW 
of Whe neighboXrhood area fallV ZiWhin Whe LoZer Frome Valle\ Spring GardenV, 
BeckingWon Wo Farleigh LCA.  

5.35 The proWecWion of local landVcape and WoZnVcape characWer and appearance iV 
VXpporWed WhroXgh policieV WhaW VeW oXW meaVXreV WhaW direcWl\ or indirecWl\ 
proWecW and Veek Wo enhance landVcape and WoZnVcape characWer and 
VenViWiYiW\. NSPNP Polic\ 6 VeWV oXW deVign VWandardV and for deYelopmenW Wo 
complemenW Whe e[iVWing characWer of Whe VXrroXnding area and incorporaWe 
landVcaping and high-qXaliW\ pXblic realm areaV aV an inWegraWed parW of iWV 
deVign and la\oXW. Similarl\, NSPNP Polic\ 1 reqXireV deYelopmenW Wo be of a 
µVcale, la\oXW, deVign and appearance WhaW iV compaWible ZiWh Whe characWer and 
denViW\ of Whe VXrroXnding area¶. ThiV VhoXld help redXce Vome impacWV on 
landVcape and WoZnVcape characWer WhroXgh VXpporWing VenViWiYe deVign and 
b\ encoXraging a VXiWable Vcale and denViW\ aW Whe peripher\ of Whe Yillage . 

5.36 The inWrinVic qXaliWieV of Whe local landVcape are afforded a leYel of proWecWion 
WhroXgh Whe NSPNP policieV Zhich recogniVe Whe imporWance of green and open 
VpaceV. Polic\ 7 deVignaWeV 16 ViWeV aV local green Vpace and VeekV Wo 
VafegXard and proWecW WheVe VpaceV from deYelopmenW. TheVe deVignaWionV 
inclXde feaWXreV Zhich conWribXWe poViWiYel\ WoZardV mainWaining Whe rXral bXilW 
characWer of NorWon SW Philip and are inWrinVic Wo Whe landVcape characWer.  
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5.37 NSPNP Polic\ 8 VXpporWV reneZable energ\ generaWion VchemeV proYiding WhaW 
Wheir ViWing and Vcale iV µappropriaWe Wo iWV VeWWing and poViWion in Whe Zider 
landVcape¶. ThiV VhoXld help redXce adYerVe effecWV on Whe landVcape 
characWer from VchemeV WhaW inclXde infraVWrXcWXre VXch aV Volar phoWoYolWaic 
panelV or Vmall-Vcale Zind WXrbineV. 

5.38 The NSPNP defineV a VeWWlemenW boXndar\ for NorWon SW Philip. In principle, 
WhiV VhoXld afford addiWional proWecWion Wo Whe coXnWr\Vide Zhich VhoXld help 
preVerYe e[iVWing Yillage characWer and Whe openneVV of Whe VXrroXnding 
landVcape. HoZeYer, Whe VeWWlemenW boXndar\ alignV ZiWh Whe boXndar\ VeW oXW 
in Whe Local Plan and VXpporWing polic\ doeV noW VeW oXW an\ addiWional 
reqXiremenWV Wo preVerYe land oXWVide Whe VeWWlemenW boXndar\.      

5.39 NSPNP Polic\ 5 VXpporWV affordable hoXVing VchemeV oXWVide Whe VeWWlemenW 
boXndar\ proYiding WhaW Whe ViWe iV µadjacenW or in cloVe pro[imiW\ Wo Whe defined 
VeWWlemenW boXndar\¶ and regard haV been giYen Wo iWV inWegraWion inWo Whe form 
and characWer of Whe Yillage and iWV landVcape VeWWing. The polic\ fXrWher limiWV 
all propoVed rXral e[cepWion ViWeV Wo noW e[ceed 5% of Whe PariVh hoXVing VWock. 
The polic\ alignV cloVel\ ZiWh Whe reqXiremenWV VeW oXW in LPP1 Polic\ DP12 
Zhich alVo alloZV for rXral e[cepWion on ViWeV adjacenW Wo VeWWlemenWV. The 
fle[ibiliW\ in Polic\ 5 Wo fXrWher alloZ rXral e[cepWion on land in cloVe pro[imiW\ Wo 
Whe VeWWlemenW boXndar\ coXld caXVe harm Wo local landVcape characWer from 
deYelopmenW on ViWeV WhaW do noW reVonaWe ZiWh Whe bXilW area. AlWhoXgh, Whe 5% 
limiW for all rXral e[cepWion ViWeV VhoXld limiW Whe poWenWial Vcale of rXral e[cepWion 
hoXVing deliYer\ in Whe pariVh and VXbVeqXenWl\ harm Wo landVcape and 
WoZnVcape characWer.   

5.40 The NSPNP allocaWeV preYioXVl\ deYeloped land aW Bell Hill Garage for Xp Wo 15 
homeV, ZiWhin Whe bXilW area of NorWon SW Philip. The ViWe benefiWV from e[iVWing 
landVcape feaWXreV Wo Whe norWh and eaVW Zhich VhoXld likel\ be proWecWed 
WhroXgh e[iVWing naWional and local planning polic\. The redeYelopmenW of Whe 
ViWe fXrWher proYideV opporWXniWieV Wo enhance WoZnVcape characWer WhroXgh Whe 
remoYal of poorer qXaliW\ bXildingV and neZ bXildingV of high qXaliW\ deVign 
Zhich are in-keeping ZiWh Whe characWer of Whe local area.   

5.41 IW iV conVidered WhaW Whe NSPNP proYideV a broadl\ poViWiYe frameZork for Whe 
proWecWion of Whe local landVcape and WoZnVcape characWer. HoZeYer, Where iV 
poWenWial for Vome harm Wo landVcape and WoZnVcape characWer WhroXgh 
alloZing rXral e[cepWion deYelopmenW on ViWeV oXWVide and noW adjacenW Wo Whe 
VeWWlemenW boXndar\ and bXilW area of NorWon SW Philip. Therefore, an XQFHUWDLQ 
PLQRU QHJDWLYH HIIHFW iV predicWed.    

TUDQVSRUWDWLRQ DQG MRYHPHQW  
5.42 IW iV noWed WhaW in NorWon SW Philip aW bXV\ WimeV, parking and pinch poinW 

congeVWion are a conWinXing challenge. NarroZ laneV eVpeciall\ along ChXrch 
SWreeW and Bell Hill and limiWed parking aVVociaWed ZiWh Whe primar\ Vchool 
e[acerbaWe congeVWion iVVXeV in Whe Yillage.  

5.43 In Whe abVence of VWraWegic WranVporW inWerYenWionV, groZWh in Whe neighboXrhood 
area iV likel\ Wo e[acerbaWe WheVe iVVXeV, and conWinXed reliance on Whe priYaWe 
Yehicle iV conVidered likel\ Wo preYail oYer Whe neighboXrhood plan period. 
HoZeYer, Whe addiWion of Xp Wo 15 homeV propoVed in Whe NSPNP iV noW 
conVidered likel\ Wo lead Wo VignificanW effecWV in reVpecW of Whe baVeline.    



Norton St Philip Neighbourhood Plan  Regulation 14 Environmental Report   

 

 
Prepared for:  Locality and Norton St Philip Parish Council     
 

AECOM 
26 

 

5.44 AcWiYe and VXVWainable WraYel iV VXpporWed b\ NSPNP Polic\ 1 Zhich VeekV Wo 
VafegXard and enhance e[iVWing PRoW in Whe YiciniW\ of a ViWe. ThiV VhoXld 
faciliWaWe and encoXrage Zalking, recreaWion and acWiYe WraYel. Polic\ 1 fXrWher 
reqXireV deYelopmenW Wo incorporaWe Vafe and VXiWable acceVV for pedeVWrianV 
and YehicleV. NSPNP Polic\ 8 VeekV Wo VXpporW Whe WranViWion Wo elecWric 
YehicleV b\ reqXiring neZ deYelopmenW Wo incorporaWe charging poinWV in neZ 
VWreeW lighWing colXmnV Zhere appropriaWe, VXpporWing Whe local proYiVion of 
Yehicle charging infraVWrXcWXre. WhilVW WheVe policieV are poViWiYe in principle, 
Whe\ do noW deYiaWe VXbVWanWiall\ from naWional and local planning polic\ and 
WhXV Wheir impacW on Whe baVeline iV predicWed Wo be limiWed.    

5.45 The NSPNP addV Vome minor addiWional deWail in reVpecW of WranVporW 
meaVXreV. HoZeYer, Whe principle of VXVWainable connecWionV, improYemenWV Wo 
infraVWrXcWXre and Zalkable neighboXrhoodV are alread\ eVWabliVhed in Whe 
Local Plan, and Whe deWail VeW oXW doeV noW deYiaWe VXbVWanWiall\ from naWional 
and local planning polic\. Similarl\, addiWional hoXVing from Whe propoVed ViWe 
allocaWion Zill increaVe congeVWion, bXW Whe Vcale of propoVed groZWh iV noW 
VignificanW and Xnlikel\ Wo haYe an\ noWable impacW on Whe highZa\ neWZork. 
Therefore, QHXWUDO HIIHFWV are predicWed for WhiV SEA objecWiYe. 

CRQFOXVLRQV DW WKLV VWDJH 
5.46 Table 5.2 VXmmariVeV Whe oYerall effecWV of Whe policieV ZiWhin Whe drafW NSPNP 

for each SEA Wopic. IW iV imporWanW Wo differenWiaWe beWZeen VignificanW effecWV, 
Zhich are predicWed Wo lead Wo changeV in Whe baVeline poViWion, and WhoVe 
effecWV WhaW are broadl\ poViWiYe or negaWiYe, bXW are leVV likel\ Wo lead Wo 
VXbVWanWial changeV. 

5.47 OYerall, neXWral or poViWiYe effecWV are predicWed acroVV each SEA Wopic, ZiWh Whe 
e[cepWionV being Whe µLandVcape¶ objecWiYe, Zhere XncerWain minor negaWiYe 
effecWV are predicWed relaWing Wo Whe poWenWial for rXral e[cepWion ViWeV oXWVide 
and no adjacenW Wo Whe VeWWlemenW boXndar\ (Xnder Polic\ 5) Wo caXVe harm Wo 
landVcape and WoZnVcape characWer. HoZeYer, WheVe effecWV are noW predicWed 
Wo be VignificanW, aV e[iVWing naWional and local planning polic\ VhoXld VafegXard 
againVW XnVXVWainable deYelopmenW in open coXnWr\Vide.   

TDEOH 5.2:  SXPPDU\ RI RYHUDOO HIIHFWV IRU HDFK SEA TRSLF. 

SEA Topic Overall Effects 

BiodiYerViW\ and GeodiYerViW\ NeXWral effecW 

ClimaWe Change NeXWral effecW 

Flood RiVk NeXWral effecW 

CommXniW\ Wellbeing Minor poViWiYe effecW 

HiVWoric EnYironmenW UncerWain VignificanW poViWiYe effecW 

Land, Soil, and WaWer ReVoXrceV NeXWral effecW 

LandVcape UncerWain minor negaWiYe effecW  

TranVporWaWion and MoYemenW NeXWral effecW 
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RHFRPPHQGDWLRQV  
5.48 A nXmber of recommendaWionV haYe been idenWified Wo enhance Whe poViWiYe 

effecWV of Whe drafW NSPNP and miWigaWe an\ negaWiYeV. TheVe are VXmmariVed 
beloZ: 

x The NSPNP VeWV oXW Whe Vi]e of hoXVing VXpporWed for Whe ViWe allocaWion 
and reqXireV rXral e[cepWion ViWe propoValV Wo be VXpporWed ZiWh a hoXVing 
needV aVVeVVmenW. The NSPNP coXld be improYed b\ reqXiring all hoXVing 
propoValV ZiWhin Whe VeWWlemenW boXndar\ Wo be VXpporWed b\ Xp Wo daWe 
eYidence of local hoXVing need inclXding W\pe, Vi]e, WenXreV and affordable 
hoXVing needV and Wo demonVWraWe hoZ propoValV meeW Whe needV of Whe 
local popXlaWion.   

x Polic\ 1 doeV noW VXpporW deYelopmenW Zhich ZoXld reqXire µVXbVWanWial neZ 
infraVWrXcWXre or oWher faciliWieV Wo VXpporW Whe deYelopmenW¶. There iV 
poWenWial for WhiV polic\ Wo diVcoXrage Whe proYiVion of neZ commXniW\ 
faciliWieV, VerYiceV, infraVWrXcWXre or oWher formV of Vocial beWWermenW. IW iV 
recommended WhaW Whe polic\ iV reZorded Wo eiWher VeW oXW ZhaW formV of 
neZ infraVWrXcWXre or oWher faciliWieV ZoXld noW be accepWable or Wo remoYe 
WhiV reqXiremenW.  

x Polic\ 4 allocaWeV Whe Bell Hill Garage ViWe for Xp Wo 15 homeV. The polic\ 
coXld be improYed b\ proYiding ViWe Vpecific deWail Wo VXpporW Whe 
preVerYaWion of e[iVWing on ViWe high qXaliW\ habiWaWV and Wo ma[imiVe 
opporWXniWieV Wo enhance and reVWore damaged habiWaWV and Wo compenVaWe 
for loVW habiWaWV aV a reVXlW of deYelopmenW. The polic\ coXld be fXrWher 
improYed b\ affording proWecWion Wo HorVeVhoe baWV and oWher proWecWed 
VpecieV b\ reqXiring deYelopmenW Wo miWigaWe an\ poWenWial adYerVe effecWV 
on proWecWed VpecieV and Whe SACV.   

x Polic\ 5 coXld be improYed b\ remoYing Whe proYiVion Wo alloZ for rXral 
e[cepWion deYelopmenW on land noW adjacenW Wo NorWon SW Philip. ThiV VhoXld 
aYoid poWenWial harm Wo landVcape and WoZnVcape characWer.   

x Polic\ 8 VeWV oXW a reqXiremenW for deYelopmenW Wo µVecXre biodiYerViW\ neW 
gain for aW leaVW 10% Zhere reqXired¶. The poViWiYe effecWV of Whe polic\ coXld 
be enhanced b\ reqXiring deYelopmenW Wo deliYer a high amoXnW of onViWe 
biodiYerViW\ neW gain or b\ VeWWing oXW meaVXreV Wo enVXre neZ planWing and 
green infraVWrXcWXre iV robXVW, naWiYe and of high biodiYerViW\ YalXe.  

x Polic\ 8 coXld alVo be improYed b\ adding deWail Wo reqXire propoValV Wo 
minimiVe poWenWial YiVXal impacW of reneZable energ\ generaWion VchemeV.   
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6. :KDW DUH WKH QH[W VWHSV? 
6.1 ThiV parW of Whe reporW e[plainV Whe ne[W VWepV WhaW Zill be Waken aV parW of plan-

making and SEA. 

PODQ ILQDOLVDWLRQ 
6.2 ThiV EnYironmenWal ReporW accompanieV Whe NSPNP for RegXlaWion 14 

conVXlWaWion. FolloZing conVXlWaWion, an\ repreVenWaWionV made Zill be 
conVidered b\ Whe SWeering GroXp, and Whe NSPNP and EnYironmenWal ReporW 
Zill be XpdaWed aV neceVVar\. The XpdaWed and final YerVion of Whe 
EnYironmenWal ReporW Zill When accompan\ Whe NSPNP for VXbmiVVion Wo Whe 
LPA, SomerVeW CoXncil, for VXbVeqXenW IndependenW E[aminaWion. 

6.3 AW IndependenW E[aminaWion, Whe NSPNP Zill be conVidered in WermV of ZheWher 
iW meeWV Whe BaVic CondiWionV for NeighboXrhood PlanV and iV in general 
conformiW\ ZiWh local planning polic\. 

6.4 If Whe IndependenW E[aminaWion iV faYoXrable, Whe NSPNP Zill be VXbjecW Wo a 
referendXm, organiVed b\ SomerVeW CoXncil. If more Whan 50% of WhoVe Zho 
YoWe agree ZiWh Whe NSPNP, When iW Zill be µmade¶. Once made, Whe NSPNP Zill 
become parW of Whe DeYelopmenW Plan for Whe pariVh. 

MRQLWRULQJ 
6.5 The SEA regXlaWionV reqXire µmeaVXreV enYiVaged concerning moniWoring¶ Wo be 

oXWlined in WhiV reporW. ThiV referV Wo Whe moniWoring of likel\ VignificanW effecWV of 
Whe NSPNP Wo idenWif\ an\ XnforeVeen effecWV earl\ and Wake remedial acWion aV 
appropriaWe.  

6.6 IW iV anWicipaWed WhaW moniWoring of effecWV of Whe NSPNP Zill be XnderWaken b\ 
SomerVeW CoXncil aV parW of Whe proceVV of preparing iWV AnnXal MoniWoring 
ReporW (AMR). No VignificanW negaWiYe effecWV are conVidered likel\ in Whe 
implemenWaWion of Whe NSPNP WhaW VhoXld ZarranW more VWringenW moniWoring 
meaVXreV be\ond WhaW alread\ XnderWaken b\ SomerVeW CoXncil.  
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Appendix A - SFRSLQJ CRQVXOWDWLRQ 
RHVSRQVH 
HLVWRULF EQJODQG 
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HLVWRULF EQJODQG 
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Appendix B - SEA SFRSLQJ RHSRUW 
See VeparaWe Scoping ReporW docXmenW  
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