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Norton	St	Philip	Parish	Council	decided	to	undertake	a	Housing	Survey	at	its	meeting	in	
February		2018.	The	Survey	was	carried	out	over	a	3	week	period	in	Feb/Mar	18.	The	
purpose	of	the	survey	was	to	identify	the	housing	needs	and	wishes	of	the	village	
community	over	the	next	5	years.	This	Survey	was	designed	to	provide	evidence	to	support	
housing	policies	which	will	be	set	out	in	the	forthcoming	Neighbourhood	Plan.	
All	384	dwellings	within	the	Norton	St	Philip	Development	limit	had	a	hard	copy	of	the	
Survey	delivered	by	hand.	The	Survey	was	also	available	online;	a	link	was	emailed	to	the	
PC’s	address	list.	The	link	was	also	included	on	the	hard	copy.	Responses	were	limited	to	
one	per	household.	171	households	completed	the	survey,	an	exceptionally	high	response	
rate	of	44.5%	of	village	households.	The	PC	would	like	to	thank	all	those	who	took	part	for	
their	time	and	also	those	who	left	additional	comments.	78	respondents	wrote	a	comment	
and	these	important	contributions	are	at	the	end	of	the	Survey	analysis	(pages	21-26).	
Hard	copy	responses	were	copied	into	the	online	survey.	The	results	are	shown,	question	by	
question,	below.	Some	questions	have	summarising	comment.		
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Age	bracket	 Number	
of	
residents	

%	of	total	
responses	

2011	census	
NSP	

2011	Census	
Somerset	

0-19	 75	 		18%	 0-16						20%	 18%	
20-39	 53	 		13%	 	 	
40-59	 121	 		30%	 16-64			56%	 61%	
60-79	 141	 		34%	 65+							24%	 21%	
80+	 20	 		5%	 	 	

	
	
Responses	received	were	broadly	in	line	with	the	2011	Census	in	both	NSP	and	Somerset.	
The	greatest	number	of	responses	were	from	those	in	the	60-79	age	bracket	and	these	were	
probably	proportionately	greater	than	the	population	figure	taken	from	the	2011	Census.	
Different	age	brackets	however	make	direct	comparison	difficult.	
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	 Housing	Survey	 2011	Census	-	NSP	 2011	Census	-	Somerset	
Single	Occupancy	 			9%	 		24%	 		30%	
Couples	 		61%	 		40%	 		30%	
Families/other	 		31%	 		36%	 		40%	
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	 Housing	Survey	 NSP-Census	2011	 Somerset-	Census	2011	
Owner	occupied	 		94%	 		82%	 		70%	
Social	Rented	 			0%	 		5%	 		13%	
Private	Rented	 			5%	 		10%	 		14%	
Other	 			1%	 			3%	 			3%	
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Although	over	50%	of	respondents	have	lived	in	the	village	for	over	10	years,	the	figure	for	
0-5	years	was	3	times	greater	than	5-10	years.	This	reflects	the	substantial	increase	in	
housing	stock	over	the	past	5	years.	
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34%	of	respondent	households	had	at	least	one	member	working	from	home;	the	total	
number	was	72	residents.	Assuming	a	working	age	population	of	475	this	would	suggest	
that	approximately	15%	of	the	working	age	population	work	from	home.	
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Responses	were	received	on	behalf	of	248	residents.	116	(47%)	household	members	travel	
up	to	5	miles	to	work/education;	81(33%)	between	6-10	miles;	21(8%)	between	11-20	miles	
and	30	(12%)	over	20	miles.	NB:	A	number	of	residents	who	stated	they	worked	from	home	
also	ticked	the	box	“0-5	miles”.		
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The	largest	number	of	respondents	(121	[75%])	considered	that	there	is	no	need	for	any	
further	housing.	44	respondents	(27%)	felt	that	further	terraced/semi	detached	housing	was	
needed.	
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Although	121	(75%)	respondents	replied	to	Q8	that	there	was	‘no	need	for	further	housing’	
in	NSP,	this	question	showed	that	a	number	of	respondents	felt	that	the	current	housing	
stock	was	not	in	line	with	the	village’s	needs.	The	highest	number	of		responses	to	‘Greatest	
Need’	(boxes	4&5)	was	for	“No	need	for	housing”	(99	or	51%).	21	(11%)	felt	there	was	a	
great	need	for	1	bedroom	properties,	37	(19%)	for	2	bedroom	properties,	30(15%)	for	3	
bedroom	properties	whist	9	(5%)	felt	there	was	a	need	for	4+	bedroom	properties.	
NB	Respondents	were	not	limited	to	the	number	of	rows	they	could	rate.	Thus	some	felt	
there	was	a	great	need	for	1,2	&	3	bedroom	properties.	The	weighted	averages	show	the	
greatest	‘need’	was	for	“No	need”	(4.4)	followed	by	a	need	for	2	bedroom	properties	(3.35).	
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Combining	the	results	for	boxes	4&5	(greatest	need)	gives	34%	of	respondents	considering	
that	no	group	is	need	of	housing.	20%	of	respondents	thought	there	was	a	need	for	housing	
for	young	people;	19%	thought	there	was	a	need	for	small	families.	
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12	respondents	replied	‘Yes’	to	Q12(Has	anyone	in	your	family	moved	away	from	the	Parish	
in	the	last	5	years	because	of	the	cost	of	housing	in	the	Parish?);	however	22	answered	the	
dependent	question	13.	This	could	be	because	the	respondent	has	family	members	who	
have	moved	away	for	other	reasons	than	the	cost	of	housing	in	the	Parish,	or	who	moved	
away	more	than	5	years	ago.	
10	respondents	replied	that	they	had	family	members	who	would	wish	to	move	back	to	the	
Parish	(and	who	would	meet	the	criteria	for	‘Local	People”)	should	housing	specifically	for	
local	people	be	available.		
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The	large	number	of	‘No	strong	views/Don’t	know’	makes	accurate	analysis	of	responses	
difficult.	67	respondents	were	opposed	to	the	idea	of	housing	specifically	for	local	people,	
53	in	favour.	
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4%	of	respondents	(3	out	of	the	total	166)	were	in	favour	of	new	open	market	housing.	81%	
(135	respondents)	were	opposed.	
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The	‘other’responses	given	were:	
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The	table	below	groups	the	box	ticked	together	with	the	most	relevant	‘other’answer..	
	 No	known	

need	
House	too	
small	

House	too	
big	

Work	or	
education	

Accessibility		 Other	
		*		

No.	 113	 		5	 		11	 				7	 			11	 	5	
%	 		74%	 		3%	 		7%	 		4%	 		7%	 3%	
	
The	following	responses	did	not	fit	the	groups	set	out	in	the	table:	

1) Need	to	move	to	energy	efficient	low	environmental	impact	house,conversion	of	300	
year	old	home	to	achieve	energy	efficiency	not	viable	

2) Stress	of	traffic	
3) Only	if	new	development	detrimentally	impacts	our	current	property	
4) End	of	tenancy	
5) Because	we	can’t	afford	to	buy	in	village,	we	rent	at	mo	but	want	to	buy	

		
	

	
	
		

	
	
Almost	two	thirds	of	respondents	would	wish	to	stay	in	the	Parish	should	they	need	to	
move.	
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There	were	21	responses	to	Q18	and	25	responses	to	this	(dependant)	question.	12	
respondents	skipped	Q	18;	this	may	be	an	explanation.	
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The	majority	of	respondents	with	a	household	member	wishing	to	set	up	home	separately	
within	the	next	5	years	would	be	looking	to	purchase.	No	respondents	would	be	seeking	
Housing	Association	or	Local	Authority	rented.	3	respondents	would	be	looking	to	rent	
privately.	
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Appendix	
Covering	note	as	distributed	with	Housing	Survey	
	
Norton St Philip Parish Council Housing Needs Survey February 2018  

In November 2017 the PC resolved to start work on preparing a Neighbourhood Plan(NP) if 

there was enough support. Once adopted, a NP sets Policies by which any development in the 

village would be assessed. Unlike a Parish Plan it becomes a legal planning document.  

In December 2017 the PC held a Public Meeting at which the proposal to embark on a NP was 

discussed. 50 people attended and a show of hands resulted in unanimous support.  

A NP can only succeed if it can demonstrate that there has been wide consultation with the 

community. The first stage of consultation is this Housing Needs Survey. We hope that this 

will give an indication of how much demand for housing there is likely to be in the village over 

the period of the plan, and what households may need to move.  

Norton St Philip (NSP) has of course exceeded its allocation of housing set in Mendip’s Local 

Plan Pt 1 (2006-2029) by over 100% and no further development is currently envisaged by 

either the PC or District Council. It is quite possible however that National Policy will change 

in the near future and the PC wish to be prepared for such an eventuality as well as having a 

sound understanding of the demand for housing within the village. In order to do this we need 

to get the views of as many people as possible  

Please complete this Survey online if possible at XXXXXXX or return in the envelope provided 

to the collection boxes located at the Co-Op and in the Parish Church Porch  

Thank you NSP PC  

Note : When reference is made to “Local People” this includes those who are in one or more 
of the following: 	

1) Grew up in the Parish 	

2) Currently live in the Parish  

3) Currently employed in the Parish 	

4) Have close family living in the Parish  

	


